
Contents

Preface: The Centre on the Margins ​ vii
sarah sharma

Acknowledgments ​ xiii

Introduction: A Feminist Medium Is the Message ​ 1
sarah sharma

Part I ​ Retrieving McLuhan’s Media

1	 Transporting Blackness: Black Materialist Media Theory ​ 23
armond r. towns

2	 Sidewalks of Concrete and Code ​ 36
shannon mattern

3	 Hardwired ​ 51
nicholas taylor

4	 Textile, the Uneasy Medium ​ 68
ganaele langlois

Part II ​ Thinking with McLuhan: An Invitation

5	 Dear Incubator ​ 87
sara martel

6	 Wifesaver: Tupperware and the Unfortunate Spoils of Containment ​ 98
brooke erin duffy and jeremy packer

7	 “Will Miss File Misfile?” The Filing Cabinet,  
Automatic Memory, and Gender ​ 119
craig robertson

8	 Computers Made of Paper, Genders Made of Cards ​ 142
cait mckinney

9	 Sky High: Platforms and the Feminist Politics of Visibility ​ 163
rianka singh and sarah banet-weiser



Part III ​ Media after McLuhan

10	 Scanning for Black Data: 
A Conversation with Nasma Ahmed and Ladan Siad ​ 179
sarah sharma and rianka singh

11	 3D Printing and Digital Colonialism:  
A Conversation with Morehshin Allahyari ​ 192
sarah sharma and rianka singh

12	 Toward a Media Theory of the Digital Bundle:  
A Conversation with Jennifer Wemigwans ​ 208
sarah sharma

	 Afterword: After McLuhan ​ 225
wendy hui kyong chun

Bibliography ​ 233

Contributors ​ 255

Index ​ 259


