
Figures

I.1	 The Abadan refinery control room, 1940s � 11
1.1	 1948 guide map of Abadan refinery � 67 
1.2	 Inside the Abadan refinery � 70
2.1	 Outdoor labour cinema in 1940s Abadan � 91
2.2	 Taj Cinema, Abadan � 91
2.3	 Cartoon accompanying ‘Driller’s Diary’ likening oil wells to  

women� 95
2.4	 Nowruz party at company office held in 1947 � 98
2.5	 Nurse trainees at the nurse training school, 1940s � 98
2.6	 Bawarda kindergarten � 99
2.7	 Aerial view of Abadan, late 1940s � 102
2.8	 Aerial view of Kāghazābād (Paper Town), 1948 � 104 
3.1	 Apprentices receiving instruction in the Abadan ATS, 1940s � 127
3.2	 The clocktower of the Abadan Technical Institute in 1939 � 134
3.3	 Courses at the Abadan Technical Institute, 1944 � 136
3.4	 Inside the Artisan Training Shop, late 1940s � 139
3.5	 Students of the Abadan Technical Institute, 1940s � 140
3.6	 Dormitory inspection inside company hostel, 1930s � 144 
3.7	 The Bahmanshir hostel, late 1940s � 145
3.8	 Physical education of apprentices, 1940s � 147
3.9	 Apprentices’ football team, 1941 � 147
4.1	 Safety consciousness on display in stills from Persian Story � 172
4.2	 Modularity on display in stills from A Modern Refinery � 173
4.3	 Illustrations of refineries at Kent and Aden � 175
4.4	 Abadan refinery flow map, 1947 � 176
4.5	 Fire at the Abadan refinery in 1936 � 178

List of Figures



figures ﻿﻿ | vii

4.6	 Safety training of Abadan oil refinery workers, late 1940s � 183
5.1	 Demonstration in Tehran in favour of oil nationalisation, 1951 � 227 
5.2	 Women in Tehran protesting in support of oil nationalisation, 

1951 � 228 
6.1	 Workers’ accommodation made of tin plates in Abadan, c. 1951 � 242
6.2	 AIOC tented camp for contract workers in Abadan � 243
6.3	 Iranian military deployed in Abadan, April 1951 � 248
6.4	 Demonstrators hoist the Iranian flag above the AIOC 

administrative offices in June 1951 � 261
E.1	 Crowds in Abadan greeting the arrival of the eviction committee 

in 1951 � 267
E.2	 Hossein Makki leading the eviction committee’s inspection of the 

Abadan refinery in 1951 � 267


