
CONTENTS

List o f Figures, Plates and Tables viii

Preface x

Acknowledgements xi

Notes and Acronyms xiii

Introduction The structure and arguments of this book xv

PART ONE Conservation, gender and the environment 1

Chapter 1 Forest communities, forest conservation 3

Deforestation in West Africa 4
Deforestation, conservation and exclusion 8
People-oriented conservation 12
People-forest relations 17
Conclusion 21

Chapter 2 Gender and the environment 23

Women’s environmental roles 24
Nature, culture and gender revisited: ‘ecofeminism’ 29
Patriarchy and capitalism 34
Gender relations and resource use 37



PART TWO Gender and resource use in the Gola forest of
Sierra Leone 41

Chapter 3 The Gola forest of Sierra Leone 43

Introduction 43
The Gola forest and conservationists 43
The Gola forest and local society 48
A Gola forest chiefdom 52
A village on the northern edge of the Gola North reserve 55

Chapter 4 Farming, food and fallows 68

Bush types, farm types 68
Socio-ecological concepts 69
Farming before the 1960s 82
Farming since the 1960s 85
Bush, farm-site and crop types 93
Conclusion 98

Chapter 5 Tree crops, cash crops 100

Plantations around the Gola forest reserves 101
Plantation control 104
Product control 119
Conclusion 127

Chapter 6 Timber and non-timber forest products 130

Forest products and their uses 130
Forest products and the market 141
Gathering places 145
Resource interests and management opportunities 150
Conclusion 153

Chapter 7 Hunting and fishing 156

Hunting, fishing and subsistence 157
Hunter and kamaj ɔ  161
Changes in hunting 168
Women’s net-fishing 173
Conclusion 179

Chapter 8 Money, food and managing 181

Money and managing 182
Money and marriage 189



Strategies for managing 197
Food and cooking 201
Conclusion 206

Chapter 9 Conclusions: forest resources, forest futures 208

Recurring themes 208
People-oriented conservation: interventions 215
People-oriented conservation: approaches 221

Appendix I: Research methods 228

Appendix II: Plant and animal names 231

Notes and References 237

Glossary 243

Bibliography 248

Index 261


