Plate 1: Aerial photograph of Alexandra Township and the surrounding areas, taken
in 1987. Alexandra is the very dense, square area in the middle of the photograph.
Within Alexandra the three large hostels appear as white hexagonal figures. Partly
surrounding the dense township area is the slightly less dense ‘buffer zone’ of
factories and businesses, while further out are the much more generously laid-out
white suburbs.

Source: Sky Eye Ltd, Bryanston, Johannesburg, 1987
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Plate 2: Aerial photograph of a portion of Alexandra Township taken in 1989. The
photograph shows the formation of each ‘Block’ into several ‘Yards’, and the way in
which the “Yard’ system leads to an arrangement of dwellings that is not linear but
grouped. Smaller dwellings tend to be clustered around fewer, larger ones. In the
lower left of the photograph is part of one of the huge hostels.

Source: Sky Eye Ltd, Bryanston, Johannesburg, 1989
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Plate 3: Handwritten pamphlet circulated by ‘the Comrades’ during the Consumer
Boycott of 1986, making clear their reasons for the boycotting of this particular
business — and threatening those who did not heed the call.

Source: CTH Archives
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