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‘The Water Sprite’ (‘Nekken’), a fantastic creature from
Norwegian folklore peeking out of a dark lake, by the artist
Theodor Kittelsen in 1904. (Creative Commons, Public domain)
Liljan Werner at the edge of the Lake of the Dead. (Screenshot)
Television producer Gunnar contemplates the dead body in
the lake, while Lasse, left, and Per watch in the background.
(Screenshot from Dark Woods)

Jannicke slumping in the snow, having become the exhausted
final girl of the first true Norwegian slasher story. (Screenshot
from Cold Prey)

Ingunn in the terrible place, wounded, doomed and desperate.
(Screenshot from Cold Prey)

The Mountain Man, Jannicke’s slasher film nemesis and a
transnational icon of horror. (Screenshot from Cold Prey)
Jannicke fixes her eyes on the mountains in the distance,
resolving to end the terror of the Mountain Man at whatever
cost to herself. (Screenshot from Cold Prey II)

John sits down opposite Kim, on the surreal stage where
Norway’s first modern psychological horror film reaches its
terrible climax. (Screenshot from Next Door)

Anna and Helge communicate with the dead via baby monitor.
(Screenshot from The Monitor)
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The empty windows of suburban Oslo stare out at Anna as she
investigates the source of sounds on her baby alarm. (Screenshot

from The Monitor) 90
Thelma crawls from the lake and regurgitates a blackbird,

shortly after her father spontaneously combusts and dies in the

cold water. (Screenshot from Thelma) 95
Ben and Anna’s trial face-off in the woods in Eskil Vogt’s

supernatural thriller, foreshadowing the final showdown.

(Screenshot from The Innocents) 100
Norway’s biggest secret, quite literally, is revealed to be the

Jotunn troll, itself a mountain in the mountains of Dovre.

(Screenshot from Troll Hunter) 109
Hans the troll hunter, underplayed by comedian Otto Jespersen.
(Screenshot from Troll Hunter) 110

“The troll that ponders how old it is’ (‘Trollet som grunner pa
hvor gammelt det er’), by artist Theodor Kittelsen in 1911, is one
of the significant templates for the modern visualisation of trolls.

(Public domain) 111
A Nazi zombie emerges from the Arctic snow. (Screenshot from
Dead Snow) 115

Feeding on fossil fuel, in a rare socio-political satire depicting
Norwegians as helpless oil junkies. (Screenshot from Dark Souls) 118
It could have been a Hollywood dinosaur, but it is the CGI

Midgard Serpent of Norse mythology. (Screenshot from

Ragnarok) 121
The contemporary Norwegian gothic castle. (Screenshot from
Dark Woods 2) 126

Lillian and her twin brother ponder their separation in a boat on
the lake, in the film’s traumatising past event. (Screenshot from
Lake of Death) 140
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