
NOTES ON THE CONTRIBUTORS

Alan Convery is senior lecturer in politics at the University of Edinburgh. 
He is the author of The Territorial Conservative Party: Devolution and Party 
Change in Scotland and Wales (2016) and is the lead editor of the British 
Journal of Politics and International Relations.

Mark Diffl ey is a social researcher, political pollster and consultant based 
in Edinburgh. He worked as Director of Ipsos MORI Scotland for ten 
years before launching his own company, Mark Diffl ey Consultancy and 
Research, in 2017. During his career, Mark has worked with and advised 
parties and campaigns from across the political divide, notably leading the 
UK Government’s polling during the 2014 independence referendum and, 
currently, advising Progress Scotland on its polling and research activity.

Jonathan Evershed is a postdoctoral research fellow at University College 
Cork, where he works on the Economic and Social Research Council proj-
ect ‘Between Two Unions: The Constitutional Future of the Islands after 
Brexit’. He specialises in the study of the politics and culture of Unionism 
and Loyalism in Northern Ireland and his fi rst monograph, Ghosts of the 
Somme: Commemoration and Culture War in Northern Ireland, was published 
in 2018.

Paris Gourtsoyannis has been Westminster correspondent of the Scotsman 
since 2016, covering the aftermath of the EU referendum and the 2017 gen-
eral election. Prior to that, he worked on the Scottish edition of The Times, the 
Edinburgh Evening News and Holyrood magazine, where his fi rst assignment 
was Ruth Davidson’s leadership campaign launch in 2011. He graduated 
from the University of Edinburgh in 2010.
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Dr Gerry Hassan is a writer, commentator and Senior Research Fellow 
at Dundee University. He has written and edited more than two dozen 
books on Scotland, the UK, social change and the future of society, poli-
tics and ideas. His most recent publications include The People’s Flag and 
the Union Jack: An Alternative History of Britain and the Labour Party as well 
as the collections Scotland the Brave? Twenty Years of Change and the Future 
of the Nation and The Story of the Scottish Parliament: The First Two Decades 
Explained.

Richard Hayton is associate professor of politics at the University of Leeds. 
He has published widely on British politics and the Conservative Party, and 
is founding editor of the New Perspectives on the Right book series hosted 
by Manchester University Press.

Chrysa Lamprinakou is a research associate at the University of Strathclyde. 
She was previously a postdoctoral researcher at the Parliamentary Candidates 
UK (PCUK) research programme, hosted by University College London and 
Birkbeck, University of London. She has also taught at University College 
London and Brunel University. Her research and teaching areas are British 
politics, elections, candidates and elected offi cials. 

Murray Stewart Leith is Professor of Political Science at the University of 
the West of Scotland. He researches national identity, nationalism and poli-
tics and lectures widely on Scotland, the broader United Kingdom and the 
United States. His most recent works focus on the nature and identity of 
Scots both at home and abroad and the evolving diaspora policy of the 
Scottish Government. His latest co-authored work, Scotland: The New State 
of an Old Nation, will be published in 2020.

Neil McGarvey is a senior teaching fellow in the School of Government and 
Public Policy at the University of Strathclyde, Glasgow. He is the co-author 
(with Paul Cairney) of Scottish Politics (2008, 2013, new edition in draft) 
and has published widely in the fi elds of Scottish politics, local government 
and public administration.

David Patrick works as a postdoctoral research fellow with the Interna-
tional Studies Group (University of the Free State, South Africa). He was 
awarded his PhD in history from the University of Sheffi eld in 2013, and 
his fi rst monograph, Reporting Genocide: Media, Mass Violence and Human 
Rights, was published in 2018. His current research interests include media 
coverage of the 2014 independence referendum and sociological compo-
nents related to professional boxing in the twentieth century. 
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Anthony Salamone is Managing Director of European Merchants, the 
Scottish political insight fi rm which he founded in Edinburgh. A political 
scientist and analyst, his interests focus on EU politics and institutions, 
Scottish politics, British politics and international relations. He has degrees 
from the University of Edinburgh and the London School of Economics, 
and is completing a PhD in British and European politics at Edinburgh. He 
is a Members of the Edinburgh Europa Institute.

Jennifer Thomson is a lecturer in comparative politics at the University of 
Bath. She is the author of Political Institutions and Abortion Law: Explaining 
Policy Resistance (2018) which looks at the case study of abortion law in 
Northern Ireland. She has published many articles in journals including 
International Studies Review, International Political Science Review and the British 
Journal of Politics and International Relations.

Lauren Toner graduated from the University of Strathclyde with a disserta-
tion on the Scottish Conservative Party. She is currently an MSc student of 
political research, an undergraduate tutor and will begin her PhD in 2020. 
Her previous employment includes both the private and public sector, most 
recently at the Scottish Parliament. 

David Torrance was for many years a freelance journalist, writer and broad-
caster, as well as author or editor of more than a dozen books on Scottish 
politics. Since 2018, he has kept his opinions to himself as a constitutional 
researcher at the House of Commons Library.
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