
Notes on the Contributors

Margaret Arnott is professor of public policy at the University of 
the West of Scotland. She has published widely on UK territorial 
politics and governance. In 2016 she was awarded a House of 
Commons Fellowship to research ‘The Future of the UK Parliament 
and Devolution’.

Lynn Bennie is reader in politics at the University of Aberdeen. Her 
research interests span the areas of democratic participation, elec-
tions, political parties and green politics; she has published books 
and articles on all these themes. Her latest book, with Rob Johns 
and James Mitchell, explores the exceptional party membership 
surges which followed the 2014 referendum on Scottish independ-
ence. The Revival of Party Membership: The Scottish Referendum and 
Recruitment to Parties will be published later in 2019.

Marco G. Biagi was MSP for Edinburgh from 2011 to 2016, lat-
terly serving as Minister for Local Government and Community 
Empowerment. He stood down to return to academic research and 
is currently completing a PhD in comparative politics from Yale 
University.

Alan Convery is lecturer in politics at the University of Edinburgh. 
He researches Scottish and British politics and his first book is The 
Territorial Conservative Party (2016).
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Torcuil Crichton is the Daily Record’s Westminster editor and 
a journalistic veteran of six UK general election campaigns, five 
Scottish elections and several political mishaps along the way. 
He has worked for the West Highland Free Press, the Herald and 
was on the Sunday Herald launch team, reporting from across the 
globe. Formerly a BBC TV producer, he remains a regular television 
and radio commentator in Gaelic and English, and was the 2017 
Scottish political journalist of the year.

Sir John Curtice is professor of politics at Strathclyde University 
and senior research fellow, NatCen/ScotCen Social Research. He 
has written extensively about voting behaviour and electoral sys-
tems both across the UK as a whole and in Scotland in particu-
lar. He has been a co-editor of NatCen/ScotCen’s annual British/
Scottish Social Attitudes series for over 20 years, and is a regular 
contributor to British and international media coverage of politics 
in the UK. Curtice is chief commentator at whatscotlandthinks.
org, which provides a comprehensive collection of materials on 
public attitudes towards how Scotland should be governed and on 
electoral politics in Scotland.

Zoe Ferguson is an associate with the Carnegie UK Trust and 
has been developing their work on kindness. She has 20 years’ 
experience in public policy in Scotland in roles spanning research, 
analysis and policy, including as the chief social researcher at the 
Scottish Government. She has worked across a wide range of policy 
areas including education, lifelong learning, work, regeneration, 
economic development, culture and public service reform. She is a 
trustee of Cornerstone, a charity providing social care and support 
services across Scotland.

Murdo Fraser is MSP for Mid Scotland and Fife and was deputy 
leader of the Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party from 2005 
to 2011.

Jim Gallagher’s 35-year civil service career included heading 
the Scottish Justice department, being private secretary to two 
Secretaries of State for Scotland, and twice serving in the No. 10 
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Policy Unit under different Prime Ministers. He is now a part-time 
academic, and a company director in the private and voluntary sec-
tors. He is a member of Nuffield College, Oxford and holds visiting 
and honorary professorships in the universities of Glasgow and St 
Andrews. His main academic interests are in the UK’s territorial 
constitution and its financing.

Ewan Gibbs lectures in sociology and social policy at the University 
of the West of Scotland and sits on the committee of the Scottish 
Labour History Society. Ewan completed a PhD studying deindus-
trialisation in the Scottish coalfields in 2016. He has published 
on ‘left-wing’ Scottish nationalism, the poll tax non-payment 
campaign, industrial policy, labour-market restructuring and the 
memory and legacy of heavy industry.

Ambrose Gillick is a designer and lecturer in architecture at Kent 
School of Architecture. He researched and taught at Glasgow School 
of Art between 2011 and 2018 and is a director of Baxendale.

David Gow celebrated his ‘golden anniversary’ as a journalist in 
2018, having joined The Scotsman as a graduate trainee in September 
1968 after taking degrees in French and German at Oxford/London 
universities. He contributed to the first Red Paper on Scotland 
(1975) and was an editorial adviser for Scottish International. He 
was Scotland’s first full-time EU correspondent 1976–8 and, later, 
The Guardian’s German correspondent (1989–95) and European 
business editor (2004–9, 2011–12) based in Brussels. He is now 
editor of Social Europe and of sceptical.scot. He lives in Edinburgh 
and Aumelas, a village in the Hérault, France.

Gerry Hassan is research fellow in contemporary history at 
Dundee University. He has previously been a research fellow at 
the University of the West of Scotland and IPPR Scotland and has 
written and edited over two dozen books on Scottish and British 
politics including The Strange Death of Labour Scotland (with Eric 
Shaw, 2012, Edinburgh University Press), Caledonian Dreaming: The 
Quest for a Different Scotland (2014), Independence of the Scottish 
Mind: Elite Narratives, Public Spaces and the Making of a Modern 
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Nation (2014), Scotland the Bold: How Our Nation Changed and 
Why there is No Going Back (2016), SNP Leaders (edited with James 
Mitchell, 2016) and A Nation Changed? The SNP and Scotland Ten 
Years On (2017).

Ailsa Henderson is professor of political science at the University 
of Edinburgh where she conducts research on comparative sub-
state political behaviour and political culture.

Kirsty Hughes is director of the Scottish Centre on European 
Relations. She is a researcher, writer and commentator on 
European politics and policy. She has worked at a number of lead-
ing European think tanks including as senior fellow at Friends of 
Europe, Brussels; senior fellow, Centre for European Policy Studies; 
director, European Programme, Chatham House; senior fellow, 
Policy Studies Institute; and research fellow, WZB Berlin Social 
Science Centre. She has published extensively, including books, 
reports, and policy papers, as well as contributing to a wide range 
of national and international media outlets. Her research focus has 
included the UK, Scotland and Brexit, EU democracy, the politics 
of the Eurozone crisis, the EU enlargement to central and eastern 
Europe, and Turkey’s EU accession process.

Lee Ivett is an award-winning architect, designer and founding 
director of Baxendale Studio. His work uses creative interventions 
to engage people and places in useful and transformative ways. Lee 
is a design tutor at the Mackintosh School of Architecture and a 
contributor to The Architectural Review, Architects Journal, Metropolis 
Magazine and RIBA Journal.

Richard Kerley is Emeritus Professor of Management at Queen 
Margaret University, Edinburgh, and co-chair of the Centre for 
Scottish Public Policy. He is currently researching elected roles in 
sub-state governments across a number of countries.

Colin Kidd is Wardlaw Professor of Modern History at the 
University of St Andrews. He is a Fellow of both the British Academy 
and the Royal Society of Edinburgh. He is the author of five books, 
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including Subverting Scotland’s Past (1993) and Union and Unionisms 
(2008). He has also co-edited, with Gerry Carruthers, Literature and 
Union: Scottish Texts, British Contexts (2018). In addition, he is a 
regular contributor to the London Review of Books and The Guardian.

Johann Lamont is Labour MSP for Glasgow and was previously 
leader of the Scottish Labour Party.

Craig McAngus is a lecturer in politics at the University of the 
West of Scotland. He was previously a lecturer at the University of 
Aberdeen and a research fellow at the University of Aberdeen. He 
has previously published on the organisational development and 
strategy of the SNP. His current research focuses on the impact of 
Brexit on UK fisheries policy.

Neil McGarvey is a senior teaching fellow in the School of 
Government and Public Policy at the University of Strathclyde, 
Glasgow. He is the co-author (with Paul Cairney) of Scottish Politics 
(2008, 2013, new edition in draft). He has published widely 
in the fields of Scottish politics, local government and public 
administration.

Joyce McMillan is a freelance writer based in Edinburgh, and a 
critic and columnist for The Scotsman. She is currently president 
of Scottish Environment Link. In the 1990s, she co-convened the 
Scottish Constitutional Convention’s Commission on ‘wicked 
issues’, including gender balance, and the voting system for 
the Scottish Parliament; and in 1997–9 she served as a member of 
the Scottish Office Consultative Steering Group, set up to advise on 
the structure and procedures of the new Parliament.

Emily St Denny is a lecturer in politics and public policy at the 
University of Stirling. Her research focuses on policymaking and 
public-sector reform in the devolved UK. She is a fellow of the 
Centre on Constitutional Change and has previously worked as a 
policy researcher at the Public Policy Institute for Wales, based at 
Cardiff University. Her areas of expertise include health and crimi-
nal justice policy, policy divergence in the UK, and the evolution of 
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devolved institutions in Scotland and Wales. Her current research 
explores the emergence of the ‘prevention’ agenda in Scotland as 
a lens through which to assess claims of the advent of a putatively 
‘Scottish approach’ to policymaking.

Mark Shephard is a senior lecturer at the School of Government 
at Strathclyde University. He has broad interests in Scottish and 
British politics, legislatures, media, campaigns, youth politics, elite 
and public opinion and behaviours, particularly legislative impact 
on opinions and behaviours that are less than optimal both in 
parliaments and on social media. He has published in a myriad 
of books and academic journals and has delivered two TED Talks.

Klaus Stolz is chair of British/American Cultural/Social Studies at 
Chemnitz University of Technology, Germany.

David Torrance was for many years a freelance journalist, writer 
and broadcaster, as well as the author or editor of more than a 
dozen books on Scottish politics; since 2018 he has kept his opin-
ions to himself as a researcher at the House of Commons Library.


