
Legal Artifices: Ten Essays on Roman Law 
in the Present Tense



ENCOUNTERS IN LAW AND PHILOSOPHY
SERIES EDITORS: Thanos Zartaloudis and Anton Schütz

This series interrogates, historically and theoretically, the encounters 
between philosophy and law. Each volume published takes a unique 
approach and challenges traditional systemic approaches to law and 
philosophy. The series is designed to expand the environment for law and 
thought.

Titles available in the series

STASIS: Civil War as a Political Paradigm
Giorgio Agamben
On the Idea of Potency: Juridical and Theological Roots of the Western Cultural 
Tradition
Emanuele Castrucci
Political Theology: Demystifying the Universal
Anton Schütz and Marinos Diamantides
The Birth of Nomos
Thanos Zartaloudis
Leibniz: A Contribution to the Archaeology of Power
Stephen Connelly

General Advisor
Giorgio Agamben 

Advisory Board
Clemens Pornschlegel, Institut für Germanistik, Universität München, 

Germany
Emmanuele Coccia, Ecole des Hautes Etudes en Sciences Sociales, France
Jessica Whyte, University of Western Sydney, School of Humanities and 

Communication Arts, Australia
Peter Goodrich, Cardozo Law School, Yeshiva University, New York, USA
Alain Pottage, Kent Law School, University of Kent, UK and Sciences Po, 

Paris
Justin Clemens, University of Melbourne, Faculty of Arts, Australia
Robert Young, NYU, English, USA
Nathan Moore, Birkbeck College, Law School, University of London, UK
Alexander Murray, Queen’s University Belfast, UK
Piyel Haldar, Birkbeck College, Law School, University of London, UK
Anne Bottomley, Law School, University of Kent, UK
Oren Ben-Dor, Law School, University of Southampton, UK

edinburghuniversitypress.com/series/enlp



Legal Artifices: 
Ten Essays on 

Roman Law in the 
Present Tense

Yan Thomas

Translated by:
Chantal Schütz & Anton Schütz 

Edited by:
Thanos Zartaloudis, with Cooper Francis

Foreword: 
Anton Schütz & Thanos Zartaloudis 

Afterword:
Alain Pottage



Edinburgh University Press is one of the leading university presses 
in the UK. We publish academic books and journals in our selected 
subject areas across the humanities and social sciences, combining 
cutting-edge scholarship with high editorial and production values to 
produce academic works of lasting importance. For more information 
visit our website: edinburghuniversitypress.com 

© Yan Thomas
© Editorial matter and organisation, Thanos Zartaloudis with Cooper 
Francis, 2021
© English translation, Chantal Schütz & Anton Schütz, 2021
© Foreword, Anton Schütz & Thanos Zartaloudis, 2021
© Afterword, Alain Pottage, 2021

Cover image: www.shutterstock.com
Cover design: www.hayesdesign.co.uk

Edinburgh University Press Ltd 
The Tun – Holyrood Road
12(2f) Jackson’s Entry
Edinburgh EH8 8PJ

Typeset in 11/13 Palatino by
Servis Filmsetting Ltd, Stockport, Cheshire,
and printed and bound in Great Britain

A CIP record for this book is available from the British Library

ISBN 978 1 4744 4667 9 (hardback)
ISBN 978 1 4744 4669 3 (webready PDF)
ISBN 978 1 4744 4670 9 (epub)

The right of Yan Thomas to be identified as the author of this work has 
been asserted in accordance with the Copyright, Designs and Patents 
Act 1988, and the Copyright and Related Rights Regulations 2003 (SI 
No 2498).
The right of Thanos Zartaloudis with Cooper Francis to be identified 
as the editor of this work has been asserted in accordance with the 
Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988, and the Copyright and 
Related Rights Regulations 2003 (SI No 2498).


