Acknowledgements

This book began in work of Phase 2 of the Arts and Humanities
Research Council (AHRC) Centre for Irish and Scottish Studies
at the University of Aberdeen in the period between 2005 and
2010, and, in particular, from two conferences held in 2007
and 2009 in Aberdeen and in Trinity College Dublin on the
theme of ‘The Arts, Culture and the Wealth of the Nations’.
By accident these dates straddled the financial crisis of 2008
and, as result, provided very different perspectives on the
issues that were addressed, as can be seen in the issue of the
Journal of Irish and Studies, Vol. 2:2 (Spring 2009) in which
some of the papers are collected. My thanks to the AHRC for
their support for those and many other events during Phase 2
of the Centre. Some of the research which underpins these
chapters was published during and after the lifetime of the
AHRC Centre: Chapter 1 draws on my contributions to Liam
Mcllvanney and Ray Ryan (eds), Ireland and Scotland: Culture
and Society 1700-2000 (2005) and on my contribution to John
Mackenzie and T. M. Devine (eds), Scotland and the British
Empire (2011); Chapter 2 draws on my contribution to The
Journal of Scottish Thought, Vol. 2:1 (2009), Race, Scripture
and Science; Chapter 3 had its origins in my contribution to
Jonathan Murray, Fidelma Farley and Rod Stoneman (eds),
The Scottish Cinema Now (2009); Chapter 4 synthesises some
central concerns in my recent writing on modern Scottish lit-
erature. I would like to thank those editors whose commis-
sions helped stimulate some of its ideas — Matt McGuire, Colin
Nicholson, Gerrard Caruthers, Liam Mcllvanney, Alan Riach,
Ian Brown and Caroline McCracken-Flesher. The final chapter



Acknowledgements v

draws on a paper I gave at the conference of the Société des
Anglicistes de I'Enseignement Supérieur at Toulon in June 2015
and which was subsequently published in the Observatoire de la
Société Britannique (No. 18, février 2016) — my thanks to Gilles
Leydier for the invitation.

More general thanks are owed to my colleagues in the
Research Institute of Irish and Scottish Studies and in the
School of Language, Literature, Music and Visual Culture at
the University of Aberdeen, who have provided such a stimu-
lating environment in which to work over the last decade - if
I mention Michael Brown, Catherine Jones, Ali Lumsden and
Tim Baker it is only because their research and publications
have most closely intersected with my own.

My thanks, as always, go to Linda and Conan, who have
travelled with these chapters over several years.

Cairns Craig






