
Contents

Acknowledgements� viii
Chronology� x
Primary Sources and Abbreviations� xiii

Introduction� 1
The title and subtitle of Beyond Good and Evil� 2
Nietzsche’s aims in Beyond Good and Evil� 5
Nietzsche’s target readership� 12

1.	 Nietzsche’s Preface� 19

2.	 Part One: On the Prejudices of Philosophers� 33
Preview� 33
Summary of sections� 35
The will to truth� 37
The will to truth and the prejudices of philosophers� 41
Untruth as a condition of life� 43
Introducing the will to power� 44
Psychology: the once and future ruler of the sciences� 49
Review� 53

3.	 Part Two: The Free Spirit� 55
Preview� 55
Summary of sections� 58
The self-overcoming of morality� 61
Reintroducing the will to power� 65
Turning to the future� 68
Review� 70

8554_Conway.indd   5 14/12/23   1:52 pm



vi	 Nietzsche’s Beyond Good and Evil

4.	 Part Three: The Religious Character� 72
Preview� 72
Summary of sections� 74
Dissolving the paradox of the saint� 77
The religious instinct� 82
The misanthropic atheism of modern philosophy� 84
The ‘new’ philosophers� 91
The calamity of European Christianity� 94
Review� 95

5.	 Part Four: Epigrams and Interludes� 97
Preview� 97
Summary of sections� 99
Nietzsche’s influences� 99
Recurring themes and persistent motifs� 102
Review� 107

6.	 Part Five: On the Natural History of Morality� 109
Preview� 109
Summary of sections� 111
The imperative of nature� 112
The moral neurosis� 117
The ‘new’ philosophers: commanders and legislators� 119
Review� 122

7.	 Part Six: We Scholars� 124
Preview� 124
Summary of sections� 125
Philosophers as legislators� 131
Scholarly virtues� 137
What a philosopher is (and does)� 140
Review� 142

8.	 Part Seven: Our Virtues� 143
Preview� 143
Summary of sections� 144
Revisiting the virtues� 145
The many colours of virtue� 148
The many costumes of virtue� 149
‘We immoralists!’� 155
A new task� 159
Review� 168

8554_Conway.indd   6 14/12/23   1:52 pm



Contents	 vii

  9.	 Part Eight: Peoples and Fatherlands� 169
Preview� 169
Summary of sections� 171
The German soul� 173
Creating a home for European Jewry� 176
How Europe might become one� 185
Review� 187

10.	 Part Nine: What is Noble?� 188
Preview� 188
Summary of sections� 190
Exploiting a ‘turning point in history’� 196
Nobility and self-respect� 199
Dionysus revealed� 201
Review� 208

11.	 From Lofty Mountains: ‘Aftersong’� 210
Preview� 210
Summary of stanzas 1–13� 211
Summary of stanzas 14–15� 220
Review� 227

Glossary of Key Terms� 229
Guide to Further Reading on Beyond Good and Evil� 235
Bibliography� 237
Index� 244

8554_Conway.indd   7 14/12/23   1:52 pm


