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The Scott Advisory Board and the editors of the Edinburgh Edition of the
Waverley Novels wish to express their gratitude to The University Court of
the University of Edinburgh for its vision in initiating and supporting the
preparation of the first critical edition of Walter Scott’s fiction. Those Uni-
versities which employ the editors have also contributed greatly in paying the
editors’ salaries, and awarding research leave and grants for travel and mater-
ials. In the case of The Fortunes of Nigel particular thanks are due to
Miami University, Ohio, and the University of Aberdeen.

Although the edition is the work of scholars employed by universities, the
project could not have prospered without the help of the sponsors cited below.
Their generosity has met the direct costs of the initial research and of the
preparation of the text of the novels appearing in this edition.

BANK OF SCOTLAND

The collapse of the great Edinburgh publisher Archibald Constable in January
1826 entailed the ruin of Sir Walter Scott who found himself responsible for
his own private debts, for the debts of the printing business of James Ballan-
tyne and Co. in which he was co-partner, and for the bank advances to
Archibald Constable which had been guaranteed by the printing business.
Scott’s largest creditors were Sir William Forbes and Co., bankers, and the
Bank of Scotland. On the advice of Sir William Forbes himself, the creditors
did not sequester his property, but agreed to the creation of a trust to which
Scott committed his future literary earnings, and which ultimately repaid the
debts of over £,120,000 for which he was legally liable.

In the same year the Government proposed to curtail the rights of the
Scottish banks to issue their own notes; Scott wrote the ‘Letters of Malachi
Malagrowther’ in their defence, arguing that the measure was neither in the
interests of the banks nor of Scotland. The ‘Letters’ were so successful that the
Government was forced to withdraw its proposal and to this day the Scottish
Banks issue their own notes.

A portrait of Sir Walter appears on all current bank notes of the Bank of
Scotland because Scott was a champion of Scottish banking, and because he
was an illustrious and honourable customer not just of the Bank of Scotland
itself, but also of three other banks now incorporated within it—the British
Linen Bank which continues today as the merchant banking arm of the Bank
of Scotland, Sir William Forbes and Co., and Ramsays, Bonars and Com-
pany.

Bank of Scotland’s support of the EEWN continues its long and frustful
involvement with the affairs of Walter Scott.
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THE FORTUNES OF NIGEL

All but twelve leaves of the manuscript of The Fortunes of Nigel are part
of the Walpole Collection in The King’s School, Canterbury. The editor is
indebted first and foremost to the former Walpole Librarian David Goodes,
who arranged for the manuscript to be microfilmed, and, subsequently, for
its temporary transfer the Library of Canterbury Cathedral where it could be
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Henderson. The editor’s second great debt, consequently, is to the former
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general beholden and in particular to Lain Brown, and to the staff of the North
Reading Room who not infrequently went far out of their way to accommodate
his needs and requests. One leaf of the manuscript is in the collections of the
Bibliotheca Bodmeriana of the Fondation Martin Bodmer, Cologny-Geneva,
which kindly photocopied it for the edition. Edinburgh University Library,
Edinburgh Public Library, and Stirling University Library were particularly
helpful with later editions.

In the United States the editor is principally obliged to the Miami Univer-
sity Library, most especially to William Wortman, Ralph E. Via, Martin
Miller, Janet Stuckey, Ruth Miller, Janice McLaughlin and Barry Zaslow.
Other libraries that have materially assisted the editor’s researches are
Aberdeen University Library, the Bodleian Library, the British Library,
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Indiana University Library, the New York Public Library, New York Uni-
versity Library, and the University of South Carolina Library. Finally, the
editor is grateful to Miami University and to the Department of English, most
especially its former chair C. Barry Chabot and its devoted secretarial staff,
Jor two leaves of absence and a summer research appointment which provided
relief from teaching and funding for travel and research.

Without the help of colleagues at home and abroad this edition would
never have materialised. For assistance with period matters the editor wishes
to thank most especially James D. Clark for being so generous with both his
knowledge and his library; he also thanks department colleagues Francis
Dolan, Richard Erlich, Katharine Gillespie, Laura Mandell, David Mann,
and Randolph Wadsworth. Other Miami colleagues Judith De Luce and John
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Pierre Sotteau, and Annette Tomarken with French; Michael Ferreira with
Spanish; and Sante Matteo with Italian. Assisting the editor with the lan-
guage of mathematics were Charles Holmes, David Kullman, and Emily
Murphree, and with the language of clock-making, Randolph Wadsworth.
Without the technical expertise and unfailing patience of Jerome Rosenberg
the editor would long since have departed his senses. From a distance scholars
and friends Steven Collier, Jane Millgate, Michael Papio, Patrick Scott,
Mary Ann Wimsatt, and fellow-editors Claire Lamont and Mark Weinstein
provided both timely assistance and advice. In particular the late Fill Ruben-
stein was a ready source of information and cheer. Caroline McCracken-
Fleisher, David Parlett, Sharon Ragaz, and Charles Snodgrass responded
to queries about allusions and references.

In addition the editor is deeply obligated to Editor-in-chief David Hewitt,
the EEWN research fellow Alison Lumsden, and Ian Clark, Sheena Ford,
and Audrey Inglis, whose collective vigilance prevented many errors from
reaching the light of print. The experts nominated by the Edition to provide
particular expertise have been unfailingly supportive, in particular John
Cairns (Scots Law), Thomas Craik (Shakespeare), Caroline Jackson
Houlston (popular song), Roy Pinkerton (Classical literature), and Mairi
Robinson (Scots language ).

Finally, the editor is profoundly grateful to J. H. Alexander for his
exemplary guidance and unremitting patience at every stage and in every
aspect of preparing the edition for publication.

The General Editor for this volume was J. H. Alexander, who also prepared
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