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The Scott Advisory Board and the editors of the Edinburgh Edition of the
Waverley Novels wish to express their gratitude to The University Court of
the University of Edinburgh and its Press Committee for their vision in
initiating and supporting the preparation of the first critical edition of Walter
Scott’s fiction. Those Universities which employ the editors have also contrib-
uted greatly in paying the editors’ salaries, and awarding research leave and
grants for travel and materials. Particular thanks are due to The University
of Aberdeen and to the University of Nevada, Las Vegas for their
support in the editing of Saint Ronan’s Well.

Although the edition is the work of scholars employed by universities, the
project could not have prospered without the help of the sponsors cited below.
Their generosity has met the direct costs of the initial research and of the
preparation of the text of the first six novels to appear in this edition.

BANK OF SCOTLAND

The collapse of the great Edinburgh publisher Archibald Constable in January
1826 entailed the ruin of Sir Walter Scott who found himself responsible for
his own private debts, for the debts of the printing business of James Ballan-
tyne and Co. in which he was co-partner, and for the bank advances to
Archibald Constable which had been guaranteed by the printing business.
Scott’s largest creditors were Sir William Forbes and Co., bankers, and the
Bank of Scotland. On the advice of Sir William Forbes himself, the creditors
did not sequester his property, but agreed to the creation of a trust to which he
committed his future literary earnings, and which ultimately repaid the debts
of over £120,000 for which he was legally liable.

In the same year the Government proposed to curtail the rights of the
Scottish banks to issue their own notes; Scott wrote the ‘Letters of Malachi
Malagrowther’ in their defence, arguing that the measure was neither in the
interests of the banks nor of Scotland. The ‘Letters’ were so successful that the
Government was forced to withdraw its proposal and to this day the Scottish
Banks issue their own notes.

A portrait of Sir Walter appears on all current bank notes of the Bank of
Scotland because Scott was a champion of Scottish banking, and because he
was an illustrious and honourable customer not just of the Bank of Scotland
itself, but also of three other banks now incorporated within it—the British
Linen Bank which continues today as the merchant banking arm of the Bank
of Scotland, Sir William Forbes and Co., and Ramsays, Bonars and Com-

pany.
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Bank of Scotland’s support of the EEWN continues its long and fruitful
involvement with the affairs of Walter Scott.

P.F. CHARITABLE TRUST

The P.F. Charitable Trust is the main charitable trust of the Fleming family
which founded and still has a controlling interest in the City firm of Robert
Fleming Holdings Limited. It was started in 1951 by Philip Fleming and
has since been added to by his son, Robin, who is now Managing Trustee. The
Board and the editors are most grateful to the Trust and Mr Robin Fleming for
their generosity to the Edition.

EDINBURGH UNIVERSITY DEVELOPMENT TRUST

The Edinburgh University General Council Trust, now incorporated within
the Edinburgh University Development Trust, derived its funds from the
contributions of graduates of the University. To the trustees, and to all whose
gifis allowed the Trust to give a generous grant to the EEWN, the Board and
the editors express their thanks.

The Board and editors also wish to thank Sir Gerald Elliot for a gift from
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research.
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scripts, the National Library of Scotland and the Pierpont Morgan Lib-
rary, New York, it would not have been possible to have undertaken the editing
of Scott’s novels, and the Board and editors cannot overstate the extent to which
they are indebted to their Trustees and staffs. In particular they wish to pay
tribute to the late Professor Denis Roberts, Librarian of the National
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SAINT RONAN’S WELL
The manuscript of Saint Ronan’s Well is part of the magnificent Scott
collection of the Pierpont Morgan Library, an oasis of civility in midtown
Manbhattan. The editor is especially indebted to Ms Inge Dupont, Mr David
Loggie, and Mr Robert Parks. The following libraries made available to the
editor rare editions of Saint Ronan’s Well: the British Library, the National
Library of Scotland, Stanford University Library, Stirling University Library,
University College Library, London, and University of Illinois Library,
Champagne-Urbana.
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tion, Dr Ian Clark, Mr Elmer Curley, Professor David Daiches, Professor
Tim Erwin, Professor Richard Harp, Dr David Hewitt, Dr Joan Pittock
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Wesson (Director, The Thomas Reid Institute, University of Aberdeen), Mr
Lyle Rivera and the University of Nevada, Las Vegas, Foundation, Dr Archie
Turnbull, and Professor John Unrue. Special thanks are due to Dr Alison
Lumsden, an extremely able researcher and reader of Scott’s difficult manu-
seript.

To help editors solve specific problems, the Edinburgh Edition of the Waver-
ley Novels has appointed the following as consultants : Professor David Nord-
loh, Indiana University (editorial practice) ; Dr Alan Bruford, University of
Edinburgh, (popular beliefs and customs); Dr John Cairns, University of
Edinburgh (Scots Law); Professor Thomas Cratk, University of Durham
(Shakespeare); Mr John Ellis, University of Edinburgh (medieval litera-
ture); Dr Caroline Jackson-Houlston, Oxford Polytechnic (popular song);
Mr Roy Pinkerton, University of Edinburgh (classical literature) ; Mrs Mairi
Robinson (language); Professor David Stevenson, University of St Andrews
(history). Of these the editor of Saint Ronan’s Well s particularly grateful
Jor the generous help of Dr Cairns, Professor Craik, Dr Jackson-Houlston,
and Mrs Robinson.

The general editor of Saint Ronan’s Well was David Hewitt.



