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Preface and Credits

I first and fleetingly came across Judge Daniel Paul Schreber’s remark-
able record of his nervous illness, Denkwürdigkeiten eines Nervenkranken 
(Memorabilia of a Nerve Patient), as a law student.1 I assumed, in my youth-
ful state, and later as a neophyte academic, that such a unique and candidly 
graphic work by a senior judge would have been dissected, deliberated upon, 
argued over and disputed, if not excoriated or anathematised by lawyers, ad 
infinitum. It transpired, however, that the Judge’s magnum opus had received 
no such attention and indeed the medical and psychoanalytic diagnosis of 
his madness had seemingly put a stop to any attention being paid to his legal 
discourse and the radical experience of gender dysphoria and transitional 
theory of sexuality, of creativity and law that he gives vivid vent to in his 
immaculate text. The recent and comprehensive study of The Jurists by James 
Gordley, for instance, a work I greatly admire, is much within the norm in 
making no mention of him in its 312 tightly packed pages, and yet by any 
count he was one of the most interesting, complex and painfully inventive 
of lawyers.2 He has been studied, of course, and endlessly, by psychiatrists, 
psychoanalysts, philosophers, and literary theorists, but neither within the 
pantheon of the biographical dictionaries of law, nor, as said, among ‘the’ 
jurists, is there reference, comment, accolade or critique. Yet, it is hard to 
claim that the definite article excludes a jurist whose work has had such 
remarkable longevity and remains in print to this day.

Much later, in the self-confessed moment of ‘trans revolution’, of 
testo junkies, hormone hacking, xenofeminism, trans identities of all sorts, 

  1	 The various possible translations of the title are discussed in Chapter 1. For ease of refer-
ence, although not without serious reservations, I will cite Ida MacAlpine and Richard 
Hunter’s text, Memoirs of My Nervous Illness (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 
1988) and, simultaneously, the German text whose pagination is used in the margins of the 
translation and will be my point of reference in all moments of disorientation.

  2	 James Gordley, The Jurists (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2013) and this despite 
significant attention to the late nineteenth-century German legal schools of thought.

Illustrations

Frontispiece 1 � Miss Schreber (composite image from photoportrait 
of Daniel Paul, moustache removed, accoutrements 
added; by Jake Tilson)	 xi

Frontispiece 2 � Photoportrait of Daniel Paul Schreber (with thanks 
to the Library of Congress, Niederland Collection)	 xiii

Figure 1  Schreber, Memoirs, 1988 edition	 13
Figure 2  Schreber, Denkwürdigkeiten, title page, first edition, 1903	 17
Figure 3  Schreber, Memoirs, cover image, 1988 edition	 18
Figure 4  Schreber’s dedication of Denkwürdigkeiten to his wife	 27
Figure 5  Silvestro Pietrasancta, De Symbolis heroicis, 1634 edition	 146
Figure 6  From James Bramston, Art of Politics, 1729	 147
Figure 7  Sheet music in Schreber’s possession	 150


