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ReFocus is a series of contemporary methodological and theoretical approaches
to the interdisciplinary analyses and interpretations of neglected American
directors, from the once-famous to the ignored, in direct relationship to
American culture—its myths, values, and historical precepts. The series
ignores no director who created a historical space—either in or out of the
studio system—beginning from the origins of American cinema and up to the
present. These directors produced film titles that appear in university film
history and genre courses across international boundaries, and their work is
often seen on television or available to download or purchase, but each suffers
from a form of “canon envy”; directors such as these, among other important
figures in the general history of American cinema, are underrepresented in the
critical dialogue, yet each has created American narratives, works of film art,
that warrant attention. ReFocus brings these American film directors to a new
audience of scholars and general readers of both American and Film Studies.
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