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Votes for Women features collections from the New York State Museum, New York State 
library, and the New York State Archives, as well as artifacts and images from historical 
institutions and private collections across the state:

Albany institute of History & Art

Bellevue Alumnae center for Nursing History Archive, center for Nursing at the  
foundation of New York State Nurses

Binghamton University

Bryn Mawr college

Buffalo History Museum

chautauqua county Historical Society, Mcclurg Museum

clinton Historical Society

coline Jenkins, Elizabeth cady Stanton family

coreen Hallenbeck

cornell University—PJ Mode collection of Persuasive cartography

cortland county Historical Society

Department of rare Books and Special collections, University of rochester libraries

Diana Mara Henry Photography

Eleanor roosevelt National Historic Site, val-kill

Elizabeth cady Stanton trust

Elizabeth Meaders

fenimore Art Museum research library
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fDr Presidential library and Museum

Geneva Historical Society

Howland Stone Store Museum

keene valley library

kheel center, cornell University

laura Bierman

league of women voters of New York State

library of congress

Marguerite kearns

Matilda Joslyn Gage foundation

Ms. magazine

Museum of the city of New York

National Museum of American History, Smithsonian

National Susan B. Anthony Museum & House

New York Public library

New York State Department of labor

New York State office of Parks, recreation, and Historic Preservation,  
lorenzo State Historic Site

onondaga Historical Association

Pam Elam collection

rochester city Historian

rochester Historical Society

ronnie lapinsky Sax collection

Seneca falls Historical Society

Sophia Smith collection, Smith college

University of rochester libraries, Department of rare Books  
and Special collections

women’s rights National Historic Park

Contributors to the catalog:

Robert Chiles
lecturer, Department of History
University of Maryland, college Park
Essay—“‘An infusion of Hope’: New York women in the Post-Suffrage Era”



contributors / xiii

Jessica Derleth
Binghamton University
Essay—“‘these Model families’: romance, Marriage, and family in the New York 
woman Suffrage Movement”

Susan Goodier
Book review Editor, New York History Journal
Department of History, women’s and Gender Studies Affiliate
State University of New York at oneonta
Essay—“‘Bound together by the ties of Humanity’: Sarah Jane thompson Garnet”

Traci Langworthy
Associate Professor of History
Jamestown community college
Essay—“‘Just cause to feel Proud’: chautauqua county’s leading role in Grassroots 
Suffrage Activism”

Karen Pastorello
Professor of History/chairperson women and Gender Studies
tompkins cortland community college (SUNY)
Essay—“recognizing rights: Men in the woman Suffrage campaign”

Shannon M. Risk
Associate Professor of History
Director, Public History and women’s Studies Minors
Niagara University
Essay—“‘Give Her of the fruit of Her Hands’: women’s Suffrage Activity on the 
Buffalo-Niagara frontier”

Lauren C. Santangelo
writing Program
Princeton University
Essay—“A ‘Monstrous Absurdity’: the 1886 Suffrage Protest of the Statue of liberty”

Sally Roesch Wagner
founding Director, Matilda Joslyn Gage center
Adjunct faculty, the renée crown University Honors Program, Syracuse University
Essay—“Breaking the law for freedom: the campaign of Non-violent civil Disobedi-
ence for the vote”

Judith Wellman
Director, Historical New York research Associates
Professor Emerita, State University of New York at oswego
Essay—“‘All Men and women Are created Equal’: the legacy of Seneca falls”





In New York State, we hold dear a simple truth: we are one community. We share each other’s 
benefits and burdens. When all of us do not have the same rights and privileges, we must stand 
up for one another, because it means that each one of us is lowered. Many movements for 
equal rights and justice have been born in New York because it is who we are and what we live, 
and it sends a clear message to the world that this is what America is supposed to be. The 
women’s suffrage movement that began in Seneca Falls embodies this unyielding pursuit of 
fairness, and set a precedent that continues to this day: New Yorkers simply do not settle for 
less. 

In the 100 years since women gained the right to vote in New York State – three years before 
the ratification of the 19th Amendment – we have come a long way. However, there is still work 
to do, and New York will continue to lead the way. We will not turn the clock back on 
reproductive rights, and we will not allow the important progress of the women’s movement to 
be stopped. As Governor, I have worked to expand rights and protections for women, including 
measures to end gender discrimination in workplaces, protect young women against sexual 
assault on college campuses, and provide paid family leave for working families. In New York, 
we know that women’s rights are human rights. Each one of us has benefitted from the 
milestones achieved by generations of women who actively crusaded against injustice. 

As the father of three daughters, I am grateful to the women and men from New York and 
across the nation who worked tirelessly for suffrage and women’s rights. As a human being, I 
am humbled by their sacrifices and their conviction that we are all equal. As a New Yorker, I am 
proud of their legacy, and the important lessons we can learn from them still today: none of us
are bystanders to history. We can and must take charge. We must address injustices, we must 
persist, and we must protect these hard-won rights.

The spirit of the women who dedicated their lives to earning the right to vote, many of whom did 
not live to see their triumph over discrimination, lives on in New Yorkers to this day. We will 
continue to hold the torch high for people of every gender, religion, background, and sexual 
orientation, reaching ever upward in the fight for equality and justice for all.

Sincerely, 

Governor Andrew M. Cuomo




