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What makes this book worthwhile is of course fundamentally the amazing 
quality of the text it treats, namely, the Analects of Confucius. Few texts 
in human history are able to continuously inspire people for thousands of 
years, always living, being present and relevant, like inexhaustible foun-
tains. This book is therefore first and foremost a work owing its value to 
the wisdom of Confucius and those who recorded and edited the teachings 
into a book. Along with them, it owes much to the long list of scholars 
throughout the history, all the way to the present day, who have contributed 
to the extraordinary stock of commentary literature of the text. What I have 
done is not much more than presenting the text and some most notable 
commentaries to its readers in a way that will hopefully help readers to 
access the text more easily and rewardingly. 

Of the others whom I must acknowledge, first are the most special 
ones to whom this work is dedicated—my mother Jiang Yi 江怡, my father 
Ni Fusheng 倪复生, grandmother Tu Linxian 屠林仙, and nannie Ruan 
Hehua 阮荷花. They looked after me throughout my childhood, all with 
deep yet distinctive ways of love. This lays the foundation of my firsthand 
experience of what Confucian values mean. Coming next to mind are 
my early mentors Henry Rosemont Jr. and Joel J. Kupperman. Studying 
under them allowed me to gain a renewed appreciation of the Confucian 
philosophical tradition and its modern relevance. Next comes Stephen 
Rowe, Geling Shang 商戈令, and Jianchu Chen 陈建初, who have long 
become parts of my extended family, the importance of which to my spirit 
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is comparable to oxygen to my body—one becomes so comfortable in and 
dependent on it that one would not notice its presence until it comes short.

The formation of this book greatly benefited from the helpful com-
ments, suggestions, and moral support from Karen Kupperman, Donald J. 
Munro, Roger T. Ames, Stephen C. Angle, Dong Ping 董平, Huang Yong 
黄勇, and Wang Huaiyu 王怀聿. Their enthusiasm and encouragement, 
along with their knowledge and insights, have all contributed to the quality 
of this work. Special acknowledgment must be dedicated to Bonnie Smith 
of Rutgers University and my colleagues Kelly J. Clark and Patrick Shan 
单富良. They spent countless hours reading through the manuscript and 
offering innumerable valuable suggestions ranging from the general direc-
tion of the project all the way to specific details. The book also benefitted  
from many long conversations I had with my brother Ni Peihua 倪培华, 
whose rich experiences in practicing traditional Chinese gongfu is always 
a source of inspiration.

I am indebted to the students who took Confucianism classes from 
me at Grand Valley State University, the University of Hawai‘i, and the 
University of Hong Kong. Their readings and responses to various English 
versions of the Analects helped me to see the need for a new version 
and how it could be an improvement or supplement to the existing ones. 
Among the students with whom I tested the manuscript of this book as a 
textbook, many have given me useful feedback. Among them Alexa Nord-
Bronzyk and Sarah Dahlstrom deserve special mention, as they both offered 
careful proofreading that markedly reduced the number of small errors. 

I must thank the anonymous readers of the manuscript not only for 
recommending publication of the book but also for their insightful sugges-
tions that gave me the chance to see how the work could be improved 
before it was put into print. Of course, I remain solely responsible for all 
lingering imperfections. 

Finally, I would like to thank the late senior acquisitions editor at 
SUNY Press, Nancy Ellegate. Nancy took my submission and navigated it 
through its approval by the editorial board with genuine care and profes-
sionalism. It saddens me deeply that she passed away right after she con-
gratulated me for the book’s acceptance for publication.
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