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“You’ve got to know the shape of the river perfectly. It is all
there is left to steer by on a very dark night. . . .”

“Do you mean to say that I've got to know all the million
trifling variations of shape in the banks of this interminable
river as well as I know the shape of the front hall at home?”

“On my honor, you've got to know them better.”

—Mark Twain, Life on the Mississippi






