An unusually curious
Loggerhead Turtle.

Copyright © 2016 Steve N. G. Howell, Brian L. Sullivan
Requests for permission to reproduce material from this work should be sent to
Permissions, Princeton University Press
Published by Princeton University Press, 41 William Street, Princeton, New Jersey 08540
In the United Kingdom: Princeton University Press, 6 Oxford Street, Woodstock, Oxfordshire OX20 1TW
press.princeton.edu

Cover image composite: Atlantic Puffin, White-tailed Tropicbird, Humpback Whale,
Atlantic White-sided Dolphin, Black-capped Petrel, and Sargassum Midget
© Brian L. Sullivan, Steve N. G. Howell, and Melanie White

All Rights Reserved

Library of Congress Control Number: 2015939778
ISBN 978-0-691-16621-6 (pbk.)

British Library Cataloguing-in-Publication Data is available
This book has been composed in Minion Pro and Calibri
Printed on acid-free paper.

Printed in China
10987654321

Oftshore Sea Life ID Guide
East Coast

Contents
INtrodUCEioN ..ot e 5
Acknowledgments . .......... i e 11
Some Words Explained. . ........ .. 11
Marine Mammals . .. ... e 12
Whales . ..o 12
Pilot Whales and Beaked Whales . ............. ... ... .. .. ..... 16
Dolphins. .o e 18
Rarer Whalesand Dolphins . ......... .. ... i, 22
Seabirds. . .o e 26
GUIIS .o e 26
Shearwatersand Petrels. .. ...... ... it 28
Storm-Petrels. . ... e 32
AlCIAS o e 34
Phalaropes. . ..o e 39
TO NS . ottt e e e e 40
JaBBErS o o e 42
SKUAS © ot 44
Tropichirds . ... e 45
Gannetand Boobies . ... i e 46
Frigatebird . ... .. o e 47
RarerSeabirds .. ... e 48
SeaTurtles. ..o 50
Flyingfish and Flying Squid. ......... ... i 52
Other Fish ..o e e e 55
Billfishand Sharks. . ...t e e 56
Other Big Fish . ... o e e e 58
Rarer Big Fish ... o e e e 59
SEAWEEAS. . vttt e 60
Jellyfishand Cousins. . ... e 61
Landbirds. ..ot e 62

Species Codes, Scientific Names,and Index........................ 63


http://www.press.princeton.edu

Introduction

What do the following have in common? Humpback Whales lunge-feeding
and breaching, snappy-looking Black-capped Petrels wheeling over cobalt
blue waters, multicolored flyingfish gliding over glassy seas flecked with
golden Sargassum weed. Well, for the most part, you can’t see them from
shore. You'll need to experience these offshore wonders on a boat trip,
often called a ‘pelagic trip’ by birdwatchers.

This identification guide uses plates of composite photos to help you
identify offshore marine wildlife—‘things you see at sea,” be they whales,
birds, dolphins, turtles, sharks, or flyingfish. Short accounts distill the
essence of identification—wildlife views at sea can be brief, and the less
time you spend reading a book the better. Once you have a name, nu-
merous other resources are available to help you learn more about the
creatures that inhabit the oceans. But that all-important handle, a species
name, is the first step in the cascade of knowledge.

We focus on species seen on day trips off the East Coast (Maine to
central Florida; see map inside back cover), not those found far offshore
in waters few people get to visit. Some species we include can be seen
from shore but are also found offshore, and are usually considered as
marine creatures. We don’t include coastal birds such as most gulls, terns,
cormorants, sea ducks, loons, grebes, or even some ‘marine’” mammals
(they’re called Harbor Seals for a reason; below); even though you may
see these from boats they can all be watched more easily from shore. We
also do not include real rarities, species you might never see even on 100
trips, such as a Bermuda Petrel (opposite).

in the 1900s and its nesting grounds were located in 1951. This attrac-
tive gadfly petrel has since been the subject of an intensive conservation
campaign, and today it is likely that 500 or so birds range over the North
Atlantic. Still, the chances of seeing one off the East Coast remain slim.
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