
CONTENTS 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS XUl 

ABBREVIATIONS XV 

GUIDE TO PRONUNCIATION XVU 

INTRODUCTION 3 

SUMMARY OF THE TEXT 32 

Translation 

CHAPTER I 41 

The Beginning of the Story 45 

Narada Goes to Kailasa 45 

Narada Tells 6iva What is Happening on Earth 46 

Siva Tells Parvati about Nandikesvara 46 
The Austerities of Silada 47 

Siva Grants Silada a Boon 47 

The Birth of Nandikesvara 48 

Oiva Sends Nandikesvara to the World to Be Born as 
Basavesvara 50 
Basavesvara's Refusal of the Thread Ceremony and 
His Argument with His Father 55 

Basavesvara's Marriage 59 

Basava Goes to Kappadisartgamesvara 60 

Sangayyadeva Manifests before Basava 61 

CHAPTERII 64 

Bijjala Makes Basavesvara His Commander-in-Chief 64 

Basavesvara Enters the City of Kalyana 65 

Basavesvara's Vows 68 



viii · Contents 

The Devotees Go to See Basavesvara 69 

Basavesvara Observes the £aiva Creed 70 

The Spiritual Power of Basava's Nephew, Cennabasava 71 

Cennabasava Praises Basavesvara 72 

The Arrival of Allama Prabhu 73 

Basava Gives Allama Prabhu a Feast 74 
Parvati Serves a Feast to the Pramathas 75 

Allama Prabhu Gives a Boon to Basava 78 

The Story of the Eggplants That Became Lingas 78 

The Story of Ballesu Mallayya 79 

The Story of Katakota 79 

The Story of Sorghum That Turned into Pearls 80 

The Story of Moratada Vartkayya 80 

The Story of How Sangamesvara Asked Basava for a Third Eye 81 

The Story of How Basava Caught the Herdswoman's 

Buttermilk Pot 83 

The Story of Tirucittambala 83 

Siddha Ramayya Goes to Kailasa 84 

Siva Reveals Basava in His Heart 86 

Oiva Tells Parvati about Basava's Power 86 

CHAPTER III 89 

The Story of the Foxes That Became Horses 90 

The Story of How Basava Took off His Wife's Sari and 
Gave It to a Jangama 91 

The Story of Innocent Sangayya 93 

The Story of Rudrapasupati 97 

The Story of Nakka Nayanaru 99 

The Story of Bejja Mahadevi 100 

The Story of Godaguti 103 

The Story of Dipadakali 106 

The Story of Natya Namittandi 108 

The Story of Udumuri Kannappa 111 



Contents · ix 

The Story of Kaliyamba Nayanaru 120 

The Story of Oakalesvaru Madirajayya 120 

CHAPTER iv 130 

The Story of Madivalu Macayya 130 
The People Tell the King That Macayya Killed a Man on the Street 131 

Basava Tells the King of the Efficacy of Madivalu Macayya 132 

Madivalu Macayya Kills the Elephant 133 

Basava Tells Bijjala of the Power of the Saiva Devotees 134 

The Story of Iruvadandari 134 

The Story of Bavuri Brahmayya 136 
Basava Asks Bijjala to Go with Him to Macayya 137 

Macayya Brings Bijjala's Elephant Back to Life 138 

Macayya Hears Basava's Songs and Becomes Angry 138 

Basava Goes and Asks Macayya's Forgiveness 139 

Macayya Tells Basava the Story of iSankaradasi 140 
Duggalawa Tells Dedara dasayya of Sankaradasi's Power 141 

The Story of How Isvara Gave Sankaradasi a Third Eye 142 

The Story of Jagadekamalla 142 

Duggalawa and Dedara Dasayya Ask Sankaradasi's 

Forgiveness 143 

Macayya Tells Basava the Story of Nimmawa 144 

The Story of Siriyala 144 

Sangalawa Calls Her Son 146 

The Story of Nimmawa (Continued) 147 

The Story of Narasinga Nayanaru 150 

The Story of Kottaruvu Coda 150 
The Story of Halayudha 151 
Halayudha Hears the Story of Siriyala, Becomes Angry, 
and Excommunicates Oiva and Siriyala 153 

Parvati Comes with Sangalawa and They Ask Halayudha 
to Purify Their Husbands 154 

Oiva Appears and Shows Favor to Halayudha 155 

The Story of Mirurninda Nayanaru 156 



χ · Contents 

Odaya Nambi Comes to the Temple of Valmikideva 156 

Angered by Odaya Nambi's Pride, Mif uminda 
Excommunicates Him 157 

Fearing Mif uminda, Valmikesa, in His Own Form, Flees 

with Odaya Nambi 158 

Valmikesa Tells Odaya Nambi of the Power of the Devotees 160 

The Story of Bana 160 

The Story of Pittawa 160 

The Story of Kalikamadeva 161 

The Story of Enumurti Nayanaru 162 

The Story of Kadamala Nambi 162 

The Story of Guggulu Kaliyaru 163 

The Story of Arivalu Nayanaru 163 

The Story of Adibharta 164 

The Story of Enadhinatha 164 

The Story of Cedi Vallabha 165 

The Story of Karayuri Coda 165 

The Story of Kaliyamba Nayanaru 166 

The Story of Iruvadandari 166 

The Story of Yelayadanguli Marayya 166 

The Story of Ganapala 167 

The Story of Kummara Gundayya 168 

The Story of Pusala Nayanaru 168 

Stories of Other Devotees 169 

CHAPTER V 171 

The Story of Kinnara Brahmayya 171 

The Story of Kalaketa Brahmayya 177 

The Story of Moliga Marayya 180 

The Story of Kannada Brahmayya 182 

The Story of Musidi Caudayya 185 

The Story of Suriya Caudarasu 190 

The Story of Telugu J6mmayya 192 



Contents · xi 

CHAPTERVI 

The Story of Ekanta Ramayya 

The Story of Tirunavakarisa 

The Story of Iruttandi 

The Story of PiUa Nayanaru 

The Story of Nidumara 

The Story of Narninandi 

The Story of Sankhyatonda 

The Story of Kovtiri Brahmayya 

The Story of Dedara Dasayya 

The Story of Hiriya Nacayya 

The Story of Somanna 

The Story of Vaijakawa 

The Story of Soddaladevu Bacayya 

The Story of Ariyama 

The Story of Vira Oankara 

The Story of Oivalenka Manceyya 

The Story of Oankaradasi 

196 

196 

198 

200 

200 

203 

204 

205 

206 

207 

212 

213 

214 

218 

221 

222 

223 

224 

CHAPTER VII 

The Story of Kallidevayya 

The Story of Bibba Bacayya 

The Story of Madara Dudayya 

The Story of Banasa Bhimayya 

The Story of SVapacayya 

The Story of Udbhata 

The Story of Kakkayya 

The Story of Bhogayya 

The Story of Guddawa 

The Devotees of Kalyana 

The Boya Dispute 

231 

233 

236 

240 

240 

240 

241 

242 

243 

245 

248 

249 



χϋ · Contents 

Basava Drinks Poison 251 

The Story of Jagadeva, the Commander-in-Chief 257 

The Story of Elesvaru Ketayya 258 

The Story of Savarada Nacayya 260 

The Story of Allayya and Madhupayya 262 

NOTES 267 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 309 

INDEX OF NAMES 3 1 3 


