Would You Kill the Fat Man?






Would You Kill the Fat Man?

The Trolley Problem and
What Your Answer Tells Us

about Right and Wrong

David Edmonds

Princeton University Press

Princeton and Oxford



Copyright © 2014 by David Edmonds

Requests for permission to reproduce material from this work should be sent to
Permissions, Princeton University Press

Published by Princeton University Press, 41 William Street,

Princeton, New Jersey 08540

In the United Kingdom: Princeton University Press, 6 Oxford Street,
Woodstock, Oxfordshire OX20 1'TW

press.princeton.edu
All Rights Reserved
Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Edmonds, David, 1964—

Would you kill the fat man? : the trolley problem and what your answer tells us
about right and wrong / David Edmonds.

pages cm

Includes bibliographical references and index.

ISBN 978-0-691-15402-2 (hardcover : alk. paper) 1. Ethics. 2. Thought
experiments. 3. Churchill, Winston, 1874-1965 —Miscellanea. 1. Title.
BJ1012.E34 2013

150-dc23 2013012385

British Library Cataloging-in-Publication Data is available
This book has been composed in Electra and Syntax
Printed on acid-free paper. e

Printed in the United States of America

10987654321


http://press.princeton.edu

To Liz, Isaac, and Saul
(an undiscriminating fan of wheels, trains, and trolleys)






“Clang, clang, clang" went the trolley

“Ding, ding, ding" went the bell

“Zing, zing, zing" went my heartstrings

From the moment | saw him | fell.
—Hugh Martin and Ralph Blane,

“The Trolley Song,” 1944
(sung by Judy Garland in Meet Me in St. Louis)






