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The vilest hypocrites, urged on by that same fury which they
call zeal for God’s law, have everywhere prosecuted men whose
blameless character and distinguished qualities have excited
the hostility of the masses, publicly denouncing their beliefs
and inflaming the savage crowd’s anger against them. And this
shameless license, sheltering under the cloak of religion, is not
easy to suppress.

—Baruch Spinoza, Theological-Political Treatise
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