ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

THIS BOOK HAS BEEN along time in the making, and we have accu-
mulated an embarrassingly long list of debts along the way. We started
working together on the history of world trade in 2000, when preparing
for an NBER conference on “Globalization in Historical Perspective.”
This took place in Santa Barbara, California, in May 2001, and resulted
in an early joint publication (Findlay and O’Rourke 2003). We are
extremely grateful to the organizers of that conference, Michael Bordo,
Alan Taylor, and Jeffrey Williamson, as well as to the NBER for prompt-
ing us to embark on what has proved to be a seven-year journey.

During those seven years, a great many people have helped us
with queries, provided us with data, and shared their knowledge
and experience with us. The process has yet again reminded us of
how fortunate we are to be working in this wonderful field. Among
those who have provided us with help or encouragement are Olivier
Accominotti, Lee Alston, Remo Becci, Steve Broadberry, Andre Burg-
staller, Bruce Campbell, Rich Clarida, Greg Clark, Bill Collins, Brendan
Conroy, Max Corden, Eric Delépine, Brendan Dempsey, Javier Cuenca
Esteban, Guillaume Daudin, Mike Edelstein, Barry Eichengreen, David
Eltis, Antoni Estevadeordal, Bouta Etemad, Zoé Fachan, Rob Feenstra,
Niall Ferguson, Michael Finger, Marc Flandreau, Dennis Flynn, Oded
Galor, Frank Geary, Mike Gibney, Arturo Girdldez, Barry Goodwin,
Ann Harrison, Marc Harrison, Tim Hatton, Masahiro Hayafuji, Bob
Holton, John Hegarty, David Hummels, Joe Inikori, Dominick Jenkins,
Ron Jones, Koichi Kimura, Herb Klein, Jan Tore Klovland, Deepak
Lal, Philip Lane, A. J. H. Latham, Jim Livesey, Mats Lundahl, Angus
Maddison, Connie Malone, Jacques Mollard, Bob Mundell, Antoin
Murphy, Paddraig Murphy, Patrick O’Brien, Lawrence Officer, Cormac
O Grada, Marcelo Olarreaga, William O’Neill, Bernhardine E. Pejovic,
David Richardson, Jim Robinson, Lennart Schon, Barbara Solow,
Robert Solow, Yuji Tamura, Peter Temin, John TePaske, Joachim Voth,
Jan de Vries, Stan Wellisz, and Martin Wolf. We thank all of them
most sincerely, as well as participants at the aforementioned NBER
event, and any colleagues whom we may have inadvertently omitted.
In several sections of the book, we draw heavily upon joint research
with other colleagues, particularly Mats Lundahl and Jeff Williamson,
and we are most grateful to them for allowing us to do so.



xiv ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

We would also like to particularly thank those colleagues who took
the time to read sections of the manuscript and provide us with
detailed comments: Bob Allen, Rosemary Byrne, Francois Crouzet,
Stan Engerman, Sevket Pamuk, Alan Taylor, and Jeff Williamson. Nick
Crafts, Doug Irwin, and Eric Jones actually went so far as to read the
entire first draft of this book, and their feedback has helped improve
it considerably. We are extremely grateful to all three. Regina Grafe
and Joel Mokyr forced us to considerably tighten our argument at key
stages of this book, and have our unreserved thanks for their probing
and incisive comments. Vanessa Schaefer was an early and alert
proofreader, as well as being a forceful critic of an earlier version of the
manuscript. A special debt of gratitude is owed to Andrew O’Rourke,
who read the entire manuscript in something close to its final version,
and whose eagle eye enabled us to improve it in innumerable ways.

Several research assistants helped us with our work and deserve our
thanks. They are Silvi Berger, Mark Clements, Maria Coelho, William
Hynes, Paula Labrecciosa, Patrick Leahy, Sibylle Lehmann, Ronan
Lyons, Matthew Pham, Alan Reilly, and Theodore Talbot.

Kevin O’Rourke began working on this book while a Government
of Ireland Senior Research Fellow, and he thanks the Irish Research
Council for the Humanities and Social Sciences for their generous
financial support. Further financial support was provided by the Insti-
tute for International Integration Studies at Trinity College Dublin,
and by the European Union, under its Research Training Networks
program (contract numbers MRTN-CT-2004-512439 and HPRN-CT-
2002-00236), for which we are both grateful. The IIIS enabled us to
work together at a critical stage in Dublin in the spring of 2006. Kevin
O’Rourke also thanks Alan Matthews for allowing him to take a further
year’s unpaid leave to continue writing the book, Marc Flandreau and
Sciences-Po, as well as Mike Bordo, for making this a financially viable
option, and the people of Le Villard and the Entremonts valley for
providing him with such a congenial environment within which to
work on this project.

A special word of thanks has to go to Maura Pringle, who prepared
the maps. She combined great technical expertise with a remarkable
degree of patience when faced with academic dithering on the part of
both of us. Many thanks also to Bruce Campbell and Gill Alexander for
putting us in touch with an outstanding professional who has made
such a valuable contribution to improving this book. Her cartogra-
pher’sinsistence on precision for the boundaries of states and empires,
and for the exact locations of ancient sites, forced us frequently to
go back to our sources in the search for better answers. In addition



ACKNOWLEDGMENTS XV

to the many historical works referred to in the text, these included
McEvedy (1961), Schmidt (1999), and the magisterial Philip’s Atlas of
World History (O’Brien 2002), also published as the Oxford Atlas of
World History. We are very grateful to Charles Benson, Keeper of Early
Printed Books at Trinity College Dublin, for locating the frontispiece
from Michael Drayton’s Poly-Olbion for us, and we wish to thank the
Board of Trinity College Dublin for allowing us to reproduce it.

Jon Wainwright of TgT' Productions Ltd was an outstanding copy-
editor and typesetter, meticulous in his attention to detail, and an
imaginative problem-solver. We have greatly enjoyed working with
him, as well as with James Lamb, who not only expertly compiled
the index but also, like Jon, corrected several errors along the way.
It has also been a great pleasure to work with Richard Baggaley
on this project, as well as with Emma Green and Carolyn Hollis at
Princeton University Press. Richard has been a wonderfully generous
editor, tolerant and encouraging, and he has our sincere thanks, and
apologies for how sorely we must have tried his patience. While on
the subject of patient colleagues, we also want to apologize to our
coauthors on a variety of other projects, who have had to take a back
seat for what must have seemed to them like an eternity. While we
won’t mention any names, they know who they are, and they have our
gratitude.

The most important words of thanks come last. Our wives, Jane and
Roseann, have each had to share their husbands with a possessive
and demanding rival that has refused to go away for the better part
of the last four years. We know that the relief we feel, on our final
emancipation from this none too coy mistress, cannot compare with
theirs. We dedicate this book to them, as a very inadequate expression
of our gratitude, appreciation, and love.

New York City
Saint Pierre d’Entremont



