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The formidable task of developing models for endemic disease
may be compared to building a house in a hurry. Practical work-
ers insist on building a complete house, and are not too worried
that it may need replacing later. Theoreticians insist on building
reliable foundations and are not too worried if the house is never
finished. Both points of view have their merits, and ideally we
need to combine these.

— Mollison and Kuulasmaa, Spatial Epidemic Models


