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The painting on the book jacket is reproduced from folio 33r of the Alba Bible, a fifteenth-century
illuminated translation of the Hebrew Bible into Castilian, accompanied by Jewish and Christian
commentaries. The work was commissioned by the churchman Don Luis De Guzmán, the text was
prepared by Rabbi Moses Arragel de Guadalajara, and the paintings were executed by Spanish
Christian artists. The miniature reproduced on the book jacket depicts the biblical story recounted
in Genesis 9. While Noah’s son Ham “looks at his father’s nakedness,” Noah’s other sons, Shem and
Japheth, respectfully avert their gazes and cover their father. Ham, the father of Kush/Ethiopia, is
shown as a black African. Reproduced by courtesy of Mauricio Hatchwel Toledano. Full details of
the facsimile edition of the Alba Bible may be found at www.facsimile-editions.com or Facsimile
Editions Limited, 40 Hamilton Terrace, London NW8 9UJ, England.
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