
THE RITES OF IDENTITY



This page intentionally left blank 



THE RITES OF IDENTITY

The Religious Naturalism
and Cultural Criticism
of Kenneth Burke and Ralph Ellison

Beth Eddy

P R I N C E T O N U N I V E R S I T Y P R E S S

P R I N C E T O N A N D O X F O R D



Copyright © 2003 by Princeton University Press
Published by Princeton University Press, 41 William Street,
Princeton, New Jersey 08540
In the United Kingdom: Princeton University Press,
3 Market Place, Woodstock, Oxfordshire OX20 1SY

All Rights Reserved.

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Eddy, Beth, 1955–
The rites of identity : the religious naturalism and cultural criticism of
Kenneth Burke and Ralph Ellison / Beth Eddy.
p. cm.
Includes bibliographical references and index.
ISBN 0-691-09249-4 (alk. paper)
1. Burke, Kenneth, 1897—Knowledge—Religion. 2. Ellison, Ralph—Knowledge—
Religion. 3. Criticism—United States—History—20th century. 4. Religion. I. Title.
PN75.B8E34 2003
818′.5209—dc21 2002044719

British Library Cataloging–in–Publication Data is available.

This book has been composed in Goudy and American Gothic

Printed on acid-free paper. ∞

www.pupress.princeton.edu

Printed in the United States of America

10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

www.pupress.princeton.edu


TO I DA WAL L ER PO PE



This page intentionally left blank 



. . . all symbolism can be treated as the ritualistic
naming and changing of identity. . . .

Kenneth Burke, Attitudes toward History

Here upon this stage the black rite of Horatio Alger was
performed to God’s own acting script, with millionaires
come down to portray themselves; not merely acting out
the myth of their goodness, and wealth and successes
and power and benevolence and authority in cardboard
masks, but themselves, these virtues concretely! Not
the wafer and the wine, but the flesh and the blood,
vibrant and alive, and vibrant even when stooped,
ancient and withered. (And who, in face of this, would
not believe? Could even doubt?)

Ralph Ellison, Invisible Man
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