
‘Footnotes always seem comic to a certain type of mind’, Nabokov once wrote 
(BS, xii). Be that as it may, they are one sign of my obligation to those who have 
written so insightfully about Nabokov, humour and Nabokov’s humour. For their 
words of encouragement over the years, I thank all of my friends and fellow 
scholars in the Nabokov community. Special thanks to Brian Boyd, who super-
vised the doctorate from which this book emerged, in very different form: his gen-
erous advice, editorial acumen and long-standing support have been invaluable 
and are deeply appreciated. Thanks to everyone at Edinburgh University Press 
for guiding the book to publication: Emily Sharp, Elizabeth Fraser and Michelle 
Houston, who originally commissioned the study; thanks also to my two anon-
ymous readers for their close reading and helpful suggestions. My wife, Kate, 
has been my first reader, editor and proofreader for more years than she prob-
ably cares to remember: this book is dedicated to her and to our three children, 
Duncan, Frances and James, who may get round to reading it one day.
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