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ndertaking over one hundred years of the Regina Public

Library’s history would not have been possible without

the generosity of past and present record keepers. We are

especially indebted to Keith Foster for bringing alive the

first chief librarian, Mr. Honeyman; Marjorie Dunlop,
for her story of the library’s transition from the early years to the
modern era; and Gary Deane, for his exploration of the nature of a
man, Chief Librarian Ron Yeo, who brought the library to the fore-
front of North American libraries.

Editors are indebted to the work of our diligent researcher, Bob
Ivanochko, for his review of all Regina Public Library Board minutes
since the library’s founding in 1908, and for his work documenting
the Honeyman years of the library and early Regina Public Library
Board members.

Thanks to Dana Turgeon of the City of Regina Archives, to May
P. Chan, Sharon Maier, and Warren James of the Prairie History
Room for assistance with research, and to the Provincial Archives
of Saskatchewan.

We recognize the historical context provided on the Carnegie
library building by Marg Hryniuk and on the “new” modernist
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library architecture by Bernard Flaman, the personal history of pub-
lic libraries by Manchester-born Nick Ruddick, and the history of
libraries by Lorne Beug. In addition, Randy Widdis and Ian McWil-
liams prepared a detailed analysis of the relationship between the
city’s population history and the public library, and Merrilee Ras-
mussen compiled a document about the fight to save the library from
closures in 2003-2004. While these documents are not included in
this volume, they were important in providing context and depth
for the editors, and both remain a valued part of the collection of the
Regina Public Library History Project.

Essays and other contributions by former and present RPL employ-
ees provided “on the ground” information: former Dunlop directors,
Helen Marzolf, Wayne Morgan, and Peter White; and former and
current librarians and library workers, Maureen Woods, Dorothy
Hayden, Ken Aitken, Sharon Maier, May P. Chan, Kathy Valaitis,
Mary Love, Faye Rafter, Susan Dugas, Diana Chabros, Audrey Pren-
dergast, Ann Stuart, Anna Mann, Wenda McArthur, Anna Nalewany,
Janet Craig, Jason Hammond, Belinda New, Marilyn Webb, Bev Antal,
Gary Deane, Brian Stockton, and Mark Wihak.

Citizens provided their appreciation of library services: artists
Terry Fenton and Margaret Bessai; and writers Bill Barry, Trevor Her-
riot, Terry Rigelhof, and Carle Steel.

Thanks to researcher Lindsay Thorimbert for his interviews
with Bernard Vander Ziel, Charles Ottosen, Olivia Shumski, Jane
Grigg, Pam Johnson, Warren James, Anna Mann, Ann Stuart, Susan
Sebo, and Wendy Sinclair, and for his essays on branch libraries and
booktrailers.

Thanks to the many interviewed over the years for the project;
there would not be a book without them: former RPL board mem-
bers Merrilee Rasmussen, Gerry Kleisinger, Sally McCallian, Lorne
Harasen; former chieflibrarian Ken Jensen; RPL retirees group mem-
bers Fred Wright, Nelda MacKay, Anne Campbell, Ann Stuart, Jere
Turner, Mabel Jones, Rosemary Oddie, Alice Willison (Jessop), Fran
Yurotsky, and Ashburn Johnson; current and former CUPE 1594 mem-
bers Gloria Quinton Cuddington, Donna Holmes, Alice Frederick,
Betty Pickering, Jim Hall, and Faye Rafter; former Dunlop director
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Wayne Morgan; former Dunlop Art Gallery workers Joyce Clark, Jack
Severson, Suzanne Posyniak, and Bev Antal; former librarians Mau-
reen Woods, John Edgar, Luella Newman, Joanne Allen, and André
Gagnon; former and present Literacy co-ordinators Sarah Landy, June
Waffle, and Alice Samkoe; former and present OQutreach staff Tony
Neal, Patti-Lynne McLeod, and Jan Jordan; and RPL’s first graphic
artist, Deborah Sures.

Thank you to the Regina community for their interest in, and
support of, this project: Steve Wolfson and Penny Ward of Wolf Sun
Productions for videotaping interviews and producing a short video;
Gordon Goddard for sharing his collection of historic postcards;
Jocelyn Mohr for transcribing interviews and administrative work;
Harwood Truscott for scanning RPL Kodachrome slides; Loraine
Thompson, as well as two anonymous peer readers, for reviewing the
manuscript and providing helpful suggestions; and Coteau Books for
the donation of A Book in Every Hand: Public Libraries in Saskatche-
wan, by Don Kerr.

We wish to thank Library Director Jeff Barber and the Regina Pub-
lic Library Board for support throughout the project. We are grateful
to Jeff Barber for his essay on the future of RPL, which concludes our
book.

Thanks to the Friends of the Regina Public Library for initiating
the Regina Public Library History Project, to Joanne Havelock for
research, Jim Elliott for financial administration of the grants which
funded this book, and long-time RPL librarian Ann Stuart for pro-
viding advice and insight.

With deep gratitude, we would like to thank the project funders:
the Regina Public Library; Creative Saskatchewan, Creative Industries
Production Grant; Ministry of Parks, Culture and Sport, Building
Pride Program,; Saskatchewan Arts Board; and the Saskatchewan Her-
itage Foundation.

Susan Birley, Anne Campbell, and Jeannie Mah
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