
This story of Arnold Platt’s life owes much to the encouragement and 
support of those who knew him. Their contributions are noted in the 
sections on sources and in the notes. Helen Platt and the Platt family 
entrusted me with all the materials they had and they shared their recol-
lections without reservation. While Helen Platt read the manuscript as 
it developed and suggested ways to amplify a point, she never said or 
implied “you shouldn’t say that.”

Michael Luski, acquisitions editor at the University of Alberta Press 
continued to believe in the project through the years that it took to go 

Acknowledgements

xiii



xiv  Acknowledgements

from an idea to a draft, even though he had never met Arnold Platt. Brenda 
Belokrinicev edited the manuscript, created the index, and ensured that 
the notes were accurate and complete. Her improvements to the text took 
away the usual anxieties about revision as they so obviously respected my 
intentions as they made the narrative more readable.

David Marshall, president of Mount Royal College, provided me with 
the year’s leave that allowed me to stop talking about the project and 
actually do it. A research grant from the Alberta Historical Resources 
Foundation made possible the necessary travel.

Kathleen Hogan, my wife, not only was my first reader whose knowl-
edge of both substance and style prevented innumerable inaccuracies 
and infelicities of expression, but was also, in her professional capacity 
as a librarian, an invaluable guide to sources.

In spite of all the support and assistance I’ve received, readers will 
undoubtedly find inaccuracies and may note omissions. For these, I alone 
am responsible.





Dr. Hugh Horner, Minister of Agriculture, inducting Arnold into the Alberta Agriculture Hall of Fame, 1972. 
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