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The ABC Chinese Dictionary Series aims to provide a complete set of convenient and 
reliable reference tools for all those who need to deal with Chinese words and charac­
ters. A unique feature of the series is the adoption of a strict alphabetical order, the 
fastest and most user-friendly way to look up words in a Chinese dictionary. Most vol­
umes contain graphically oriented indices to assist in finding characters whose pronun­
ciation is not known. The ABC dictionaries and compilations rely on the best expertise 
available in China and North America and are based on the application of radically new 
strategies for the study of Sinitic languages and the Chinese writing system, including 
the first clear distinction between the etymology of the words, on the one hand, and 
the evolution of shapes, sounds, and meanings of characters, on the other. While aim­
ing for conciseness and accuracy, series volumes also strive to apply the highest stan­
dards of lexicography in all respects, including compatibility with computer technology 
for information processing. 
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ABC Chinese-English Dictionary (desk reference and pocket editions) 
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