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depended upon the work of established scholars in the field of Shinto stud-
ies, which I will acknowledge extensively in what follows.

While I was already aware of the critical engagement of some Chris-
tians and New Religions with the neonationalistic trends documented 
in this study, I’m grateful to Ugo Dessi for introducing me to Sugahara 



acknowledgments  |  ix

Ryūken and Hishiki Masaharu, two Jōdo Shinshū priests, who have been 
key leaders in the Buddhist legal battle with Yasukuni Shrine over postwar 
enshrinements. They were kind to meet with me on several occasions and 
generously shared legal documents, court records, and publications related 
to their ongoing struggle with both Yasukuni Shrine and the Japanese gov-
ernment.

As someone who only began serious archival research rather late in an 
academic career, I’m especially indebted to Ben Dorman for his helpful 
advice about accessing the National Archive materials related to the Occu-
pation period and for kindly sharing his index of the religion-related files. 
This was an incredible time-saver as I searched for relevant materials. It 
turns out that other critical documents for making sense of religion during 
the Occupation period are scattered far and wide in a number of collec-
tions. I’d like to acknowledge the institutions and archivists who made this 
study possible by arranging for my visits to their collections and for kindly 
responding to many requests for copies of their materials: Bruce Tabb and 
Linda Long, Special Collections, University of Oregon Libraries; Michael 
P. Walsh, M.M., Maryknoll Mission Archives, New York; James Zobel, 
MacArthur Memorial Library & Archives, Norfolk, Virginia; and Carrie 
March, Special Collections, Honnold/Mudd Library, Claremont Univer-
sity Consortium; Tomoko Bialock and Toshiko Scot, Richard C. Rudolph 
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A note about macrons and Japanese names: Japanese names throughout 
the text are rendered in Japanese order with the surname first and the 
personal name second. Also, macrons are not used for Japanese place names 
and terms that appear in English-language dictionaries.


