BANGKOK
UTOPIA



Spatial Habitus: Making and Meaning in Asia’s Architecture
Edited by Ronald G. Knapp and Xing Ruan

House Home Family: Living and Being Chinese
Edited by Ronald G. Knapp and Kai-Yin Lo

Allegorical Architecture: Living Myth and Architectonics in Southern China
Xing Ruan

Chinese Architecture and the Beaux-Arts
Edited by Jeffrey W. Cody, Nancy S. Steinhardt, and Tony Atkin

Chinese Architecture and Metaphor: Song Culture in the Yingzao Fashi Building
Manual
Jiren Feng

Original Copies: Architectural Mimicry in Contemporary China
Bianca Bosker

China’s Contested Capital: Architecture, Ritual, and Response in Nanjing
Charles D. Musgrove

Architecture and Urbanism in Modern Korea
Inha Jung

The Hermit’s Hut: Architecture and Asceticism in India
Kazi K. Ashraf

Architecturalized Asia: Mapping a Continent through History
Edited by Vimalin Rujivacharakul, H. Hazel Hahn, Ken Tadashi Oshima,
and Peter Christensen

Chinese Architecture in an Age of Turmoil, 200-600
Nancy Shatzman Steinhardt

Kyoto: An Urban History of Japan’s Premodern Capital
Matthew Stavros

Traces of the Sage: Monument, Materiality, and the First Temple of Confucius
James A. Flath

Modern Kyoto: Building for Ceremony and Commemoration, 1868-1940
Alice Y. Tseng

Diversity in the Great Unity: A Regional Study of Yuan Architecture
Lala Zuo

Bangkok Utopia: Modern Architecture and Buddhist Felicities, 1910-1973
Lawrence Chua



BANGKOK
UTOPIA

MODERN ARCHITECTURE
AND BUDDHIST FELICITIES, 1910-1973

Lawrence Chua

University of Hawai‘i Press [=
Honolulu




Subventions for the publication of this book were generously
provided by the Graham Foundation for Advanced Studies
in the Fine Arts and a Syracuse University CUSE award.

© 2021 University of Hawai‘i Press
All rights reserved
Printed in the United States of America

26 25 24 23 22 21 654321

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Names: Chua, Lawrence, author.

Title: Bangkok utopia : modern architecture and Buddhist felicities,
1910-1973 / Lawrence Chua.

Other titles: Spatial habitus (Series)

Description: Honolulu : University of Hawai‘i, 2021. | Series: Spatial
habitus: making and meaning in Asia’s architecture | Includes
bibliographical references and index.

Identifiers: LCCN 2020025425 | ISBN 9780824884604 (hardcover) | ISBN
9780824887735 (adobe pdf) | ISBN 9780824887742 (epub) | ISBN
9780824887759 (kindle edition)

Subjects: LCSH: City planning—Thailand—Bangkok—History. | City
planning—Thailand—Bangkok—Religious aspects—Buddhism. | Urban
ecology (Sociology)—Thailand—Bangkok. | Visionary
architecture—Thailand—Bangkok. | Architecture—Political
aspects—Thailand—Bangkok. | Bangkok (Thailand)—Buildings, structures, etc.

Classification: LCC HT169.T52 B3634 2021 | DDC 307.1/21609593—dc23

LC record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2020025425

University of Hawai‘i Press books are printed on acid-free paper and meet the
guidelines for permanence and durability of the Council on Library Resources.

Portions of chapters 2 and 5 appeared as “A Tale of Two Crematoria: Funeral
Architecture and the Politics of Representation in Mid-Twentieth-Century
Bangkok” in the Journal of the Society of Architectural Historians 77, no. 3 (September
2018).

Design by Nord Compo


https://lccn.loc.gov/2020025425

For Khru Ben (1936-2015)






