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For me, writing a book has been a long, arduous, and challenging pro cess 
that has been sustained only through the support and encouragement of 

mentors, colleagues, friends, and family. Th e germination of this book project 
occurred at the University of Chicago, where my faculty advisers helped me 
every step of the way on how to become a passionate and imaginative histo-
rian. I cannot thank Bruce Cumings enough for being such a compassionate 
mentor who taught me to study history with conviction and as a means to 
solve serious problems in the present world. Since the time he supervised my 
undergraduate thesis at Northwestern University, his scholarship has been a 
continuous source of intellectual inspiration. Above all, his friendship has 
helped me negotiate the complex world of academia and face any issues with 
confi dence. I also especially want to thank Tetsuo Najita and James Ketelaar 
for teaching me the value of intellectual history and the power of ideas to 
cause social change. I am grateful to William H. Sewell Jr. for introducing me 
to critical theory and explaining diffi  cult concepts in simple ways.

My cohorts at the University of Chicago have been an invaluable source 
of support, the best sounding board to test ideas, and the push behind my in-
tellectual growth. Kornel Chang, Chong- Myong Im, and Mikael Wolfe have 
been warm sources of encouragement who helped me make sense of my ram-
bling ideas. Michael Shin’s intellectual rigor and work ethic have been valu-
able models for my own scholarship, and I am extremely grateful to him for 
supporting my academic career from its earliest stages. Suzy Kim deserves 
special thanks because she has been a caring friend who not only has given 
invaluable comments on almost all my work in the midst of her busy life but 
has also continuously encouraged me to think boldly. Namhee Lee’s advice 
and help have made me into a better thinker and enhanced my scholarship, 
while Charles Armstrong, Robert Oppenheimer, and Th eodore Jun Yoo have 
been tremendous in providing valuable advice and resources.

I am fortunate to have supportive colleagues at the Claremont Colleges. 
Angelina Chin, Arash Khazeni, and Samuel Yamashita at Pomona College have 
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always helped me refi ne my ideas through reading groups and discussions 
over coff ee and meals. Gaston Espinoza (Claremont McKenna College) helped 
me articulate the key points of my study and generously came up with the title 
of this book. Th e Department of History at Claremont McKenna College is a 
collection of outstanding and caring scholars and teachers. I especially want 
to thank Gary Hamburg, Nita Kumar, Arthur Rosenbaum, and Diana Selig 
for reading parts of my book manuscript and Jonathan Petropoulos for his 
wise counsel as I searched for a publisher for this book. David K. Yoo, who 
was my department mentor at Claremont McKenna and is now the director of 
Asian- American Studies at UCLA, has been an outstanding role model and 
friend. I am extremely fortunate to have learned from him how to stay steady 
and optimistic as an academic.

Th is book benefi ted tremendously from the insights and advice of various 
scholars. John Duncan, Tak Fujitani, Serk- bae Suh, and Ken Wells read the 
entire book manuscript or key chapters, and their suggestions vastly im-
proved the book’s arguments and their pre sen ta tion. Th e book went in new 
and exciting directions aft er Emily Anderson kindly shared her work on Japa-
nese Christian missionaries in colonial Korea, and George Kallander helped 
me avoid any serious misinterpretations of Tonghak thought through our in-
formative conversations. I also want to thank Paul Chang, Lisa Kim Davis, Ken 
Kawashima, Gene Park, Ann Sherif, and Len Smith for showing me diff erent 
ways to study history and sharing their belief in the book project.

Scholars in Korea have played pivotal roles both in helping me obtain in-
valuable historical resources and in providing critical feedback on my work. Not 
only has Kim Dong- no’s work pushed the boundaries of my own work, but he has 
always generously arranged space for me to work at Yonsei University, especially 
providing me with an extremely comfortable offi  ce in the Institute for State Gov-
ernance Studies in 2010– 2011. Both Hong Song- chan and the late Pang Kie- chung 
introduced me to an exciting way of studying Korean history and have shared 
their wisdom over meals and classroom discussions. I was very fortunate to have 
received feedback on the book during its early stages from Professor Pang before 
he passed away. Finally, Chung Kyu- sik, Chang Shin, Pak Hyon, and Park Yun- 
jae went out of their way to share valuable resources with me.

I have been extremely fortunate to have the opportunity to present my 
work and receive feedback at several institutions: Chonnam University, Cor-
nell University, Robinson College at Cambridge University, Seoul National 
University, UCLA, the University of California– Berkeley, the University of 
Michigan– Ann Arbor, and the University of Southern California (especially 
the Rising Star Workshop 2010). Th is book project has been generously sup-
ported by the Dean of Faculty Offi  ce at Claremont McKenna College, Ful-
bright Hays (Doctoral Dissertation Research Abroad) and Fulbright Hays 
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(Faculty Research Abroad), the Henry Luce Foundation, and the Korea 
Foundation.

I am especially grateful to my editor, Masako Ikeda, for her help. She has 
been a fi rm believer in my work since I fi rst presented her my book. Not only 
has she effi  ciently overseen my coedited book, but she has also diligently and 
swift ly guided this book through the complex review and editing pro cess. 
Th is book would not have come to fruition without her work and support. I 
also want to thank Hannah Lim for carefully going over the romanization of 
Korean words.

My family has been the biggest supporter of my work. I want to thank my 
family in South Korea, especially Injung, for always taking care of me and 
later my wife and daughter when visiting Korea. Words cannot express how 
much I appreciate the love and support from my mother and father. From early 
on, when they cultivated my love for history by buying history books and 
cards for me, to their fi nancial support for undergraduate, graduate, and lan-
guage work, they have always believed in me and have had confi dence that I 
will succeed in everything. Th is book is a result of their love and unending 
help. I especially want to thank my nephew, Andrew Park, who sadly passed 
away before the publication of this book aft er a heroic fi ght against cancer. 
Andrew was a quiet teenager who showed me how to endure and persevere 
through the toughest challenges and enjoy every moment of daily life. For me, 
his love and care for others, even when he was extremely ill, have been models 
for living each day. Andrew, I miss you dearly.

My greatest thanks go to my daughter, Margot, and my partner and wife, 
Jennifer. Margot’s unconditional love, infectious smile, and wonderful imagi-
nation have sustained me over the past three years of writing this book. I es-
pecially want to thank her for being such a great sleeper, which allowed me to 
write a great deal of this book in the eve ning. Jennifer has been my biggest 
supporter since we fi rst met at the University of Chicago. She not only has 
patiently read and commented on the entire manuscript but has also been a 
wonderful therapist who has kept me sane throughout writing this book. Her 
love for me has given me the power and freedom to think and act boldly with 
confi dence. She has been the loving, compassionate, and wise anchor in my 
life, and I therefore dedicate this book to her.




