
Shamans, Housewives, 
and Other 

Restless Spirits 

STUDIES OF THE EAST ASIAN INSTITUTE 





Shamans, Housewives, 
and Other 

Restless Spirits 

WOMEN IN KOREAN RITUAL LIFE 

L A U R E L K E N D A L L 

UNIVERSITY OF HAWAII PRESS 

HONOLULU 



First edition 1985 
Paperback edition 1987 

08 09 10 11 12 13 12 11 10 9 8 7 

© 1 9 8 5 UNIVERSITY O F HAWAI'I PRESS 

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED 

PRINTED IN THE UNITED STATES O F AMERICA 

Library of Congress Cataloging in Publication Data 
Kendall, Laurel 

Shamans, housewives, and other restless spirits. 

(Studies of the East Asian Institute) 
Bibliography: p. 
Includes index. 
1. Shamanism—Korea (South) 2. Shaman—Korea (South) 

3. Women—Korea (South)—Religious life. I. Title. 
II. Series. 

BL2236.S5K46 1985 299'.57 84-24138 

ISBN 978-0-8248-1142-6 

Cover design: Pujôk, or talismans, are 
produced by shamans and Buddhist monks 
from traditional patterns. Pasted to the 
wall or secreted in one's clothing, pujôk 
ward off misfortune or insure success. 

University of Hawai'i Press books are printed on acid-free 
paper and meet the guidelines for permanence and 

durability of the Council on Library Resources. 



To 

Dr. Lee Du-hyun 

from 

an appreciative student 




