THE AESTHETICS OF STRANGENESS






THE AESTHETICS OF STRANGENESS

Eccentricity and Madness in Early Modern Japan

W. PUCK BRECHER

I

University of Hawai‘i Press
Honolulu



© 2013 University of Hawai‘i Press

All rights reserved
Printed in the United States of America

18 17 16 1514 13 6543 2 1

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data
Brecher, W. Puck
The aesthetics of strangeness : eccentricity and
madness in early modern Japan / W. Puck Brecher.
pages cm
Includes bibliographical references and index.
ISBN 978-0-8248-3666-5 (cloth : alk. paper)
1. Art, Japanese—Edo period, 1600-1868.
2. Eccentrics and eccentricities—Japan.

3. Aesthetics, Japanese—History. I. Title.
N7353.6.E3B74 2013
709.52—dc23
2012048353

University of Hawai'i Press books are printed on
acid-free paper and meet the guidelines for permanence

and durability of the Council on Library Resources.

Designed by Janette Thompson (Jansom)

Printed by Sheridan Books, Inc.



For Midge Brecher, and
in memory of John Brecher






