
I take a particular (and perhaps peculiar) pleasure in reading the acknowl-
edgments sections of academic books. Learning about the social circles and
connections that shaped the genesis of a project can often shed a great deal
of light on the result. The book you now hold in your hands is, I would
guess, no different, insofar as my thinking has been shaped by a variety of
institutions and individuals to whom I am tremendously indebted. I will try
to give them credit for their good work and thanks for their support while
distancing them from my shortcomings and errors.

The presence of Lewis Gordon, both as a thinker and as a human being,
is felt throughout this book. He has been my teacher, mentor, colleague, and
friend since I was an undergraduate at Purdue University in one of his first
courses as a newly minted assistant professor more than fifteen years ago.
Though I did not study with him formally as a graduate student, he never-
theless generously gave me his time and attention, for which I cannot thank
him enough. He and Jane Gordon have been tremendously supportive and
generous, yet rigorous and critical, interlocutors, having both provided
careful critical comments on an earlier draft of this manuscript. I am very
grateful indeed for their support of my work.

This project was born, so to speak, at the first meeting of the Caribbean
Philosophical Association, which itself has ties to the Phenomenology Round-
table. The mark on this project of both of these institutions and their mem-
bership is readily apparent to anyone familiar with them. The Phenomenology
Roundtable taught me a great deal about philosophical method in my thinking
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and writing, to be sure, but it also modeled a method of intellectual dialogue
and collegiality that I seek to emulate as much and as well as I am able. Partic-
ular thanks go to Doug Ficek, Erik Garret, Paget Henry, Joan Jasak, Kenneth
Knies, Michael Michau, Marilyn Nissim-Sabat, Neil Rosen, and my philo-
sophical siblings, Carolyn Cusick and David Fryer. The Caribbean Philosoph-
ical Association likewise broadened my philosophical horizons in ways that
have been tremendously helpful. I am especially grateful to Patrick Goodin
and Clevis Headley (whom I must thank for having taught me a great deal not
only about philosophy but also about the finer points of rum appreciation),
Marina Banchetti, Charles Mills (whose support and encouragement I have
enjoyed since approaching him as a young graduate student at a conference in
Chicago), and Nelson Maldonado-Torres. The California Roundtable on Phi-
losophy and Race is another institution that provided a rich environment for
the development of the ideas in this book. I want to acknowledge specifically
Ron Sundstrom, Falguni Sheth, and Gregory Velazco y Trianosky. While all of
the individuals named here have been instrumental in shaping whatever
virtues this book might manifest, the beautiful thing about good groups like
these is that they are in so many ways more than the sum of their parts
(however impressive those parts may be).

Another such group has been the Feminist Philosophy Reading Group at
Marquette University. Our intense and fruitful discussions over the past six
years have been a highlight of my time in Milwaukee, and one of the most
intellectually stimulating environments I have ever encountered. Thanks go
to Sheena Carey, Colin Hahn, Celeste Harvey, Kyle McNeel, Melissa Mosko,
Mike Norton, Julie Ragatz, Trevor Smith, and Margaret Steele. I am especially
grateful for the support and friendship of my colleague and coconspirator
Theresa Tobin. Many of the ideas in this book were shaped and tested out
both in this group and in my seminar on the Philosophy of Race, and so I
would like additionally to thank Daniel Esposito, David McPherson, Fuad
Rahmat, and Michael Ystad.

Elements of this book were presented at several forums and benefited
greatly from the critical attention of the audiences at the Cave Hill Philosophy
Symposium, the Central Division of the American Philosophical Association,
and the North American Society for Social Philosophy. I have also been fortu-
nate to benefit from the support and critical attention of Bernard Boxill,
Allison Jaggar, and Howard McGary. Linda Alcoff, in particular, has been an
invaluable interlocutor at numerous stages in the development of this project.
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My colleagues at Marquette have been a particular help to me both in my
work on this book and as I have tried to negotiate life as a professional
philosopher. Their friendship and mentorship (both formal and informal)
have been invaluable to me. Timothy Crockett, Susanne Foster, Kevin Gibson,
Anthony Perressini, Eric Sanday, Nancy Snow, and Franco Trivigno have all
helped to make Marquette’s Philosophy Department more intellectually and
socially stimulating. Particular thanks go to my department chair (and dear
friend), James South, whose advice and support helped me to navigate the un-
predictable path to tenure. I also thank my McNair Scholars, Erika Charleston,
Vincent Stevenson, and Desiree Valentine, for being such excellent interlocutors
and inspiring pupils.

This project was furthered in addition by financial support from the
Institute for the Study of Race and Social Thought at Temple University, and
a Summer Faculty Fellowship from Marquette University. The Department of
Philosophy and History at the University of the West Indies Cave Hill Campus
in Barbados was also very welcoming and supportive of my research during
my visit there. I want especially to acknowledge Ed Brandon, Marcia Burrowes,
Roxanne Burton, Richard Clarke, Richard Goodridge, Frederick O’Chieng
O’Dhiambo, and Karl Watson. I was also helped tremendously by my research
assistant at Marquette, Celeste Harvey.

Of course, a task like this cannot come to fruition without the support
and help of so many friends and family. In Barbados, we were fortunate to
know Harry Husbands and Charmaine Napoleon-Ramsay. My parents, Mike
and Elizabeth, have never wavered in their support for my efforts; and my
siblings, Arya, Brian, and Erin, have always been close no matter how many
miles may separate us.

Most important, I thank Camille, who made this book possible in more
ways than I can count.
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