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First, it cannot go without saying that I am deeply indebted to my late wife,

Irene, for her love and support in our nearly forty-eight years of marriage.

Among the countless acts of kindness and of love was her reading this

book in its early drafts and offering insightful suggestions. I hope she

would approve of the result.

In the course of my research and writing, many people and organiza-

tions have been of significant help. First among them is my sister, Anne

Cushman, who was a participant in or witness to the events that make up

this narrative. Through family moves and mutations over the years, Anne

kept the footlocker from which come most of the letters to, from, and

about Dad cited in the text. I am grateful to Anne also for reading and

critiquing the manuscript.

Three other readers merit special thanks. On my first visit to the Na-

tional Archives, I met Rick Atkinson, who was finishing research for An

Army at Dawn and would go on to write of my father in The Day of Battle.

Rick read my work in early manuscript form and provided encouragement

and excellent advice along the way. He also graciously passed along useful

documents dug up in his own research. One such document brought up

the name of Dr. Kurt Piehler, Director of the Center for the Study of War

and Society at the University of Tennessee. Dr. Piehler read my manu-

script and recommended it to Fordham University Press, where Robert

Oppedisano, Eric Newman, and the staff provided support and expertise

in the making of this book. And Sally Nicholson Brooke brought her copy-

editing experience and ear for and love of the language to critiques of the

manuscript in its late stages.

Tim Nenninger introduced me to the relevant holdings at the National

Archives and Records Administration facility in College Park, Maryland,

and answered numerous questions. David Keough and the staff at the U.S.

Army Military History Institute, Carlisle Barracks, Pennsylvania, helped

me find my way through the Institute’s holdings. At the U.S. Military
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Academy Library at West Point, Susan Lintelmann did much to facilitate

my research. Jane Yates at The Citadel Archives and Museum in Charles-

ton, South Carolina, was most gracious and helpful in making available

the diaries of General Clark as well as the relevant volumes of the Fifth

Army History.

The George C. Marshall Foundation and Library let me examine the

Truscott papers there. The Ernie Pyle State Historical Site in Dana, Indi-

ana, supplied copies of Pyle’s articles on the Sicilian campaign, and Patty

Cottingham of the Scripps Howard Foundation gave me permission to

quote from them. The New Jersey State Archives and the state’s adjutant

general’s office provided records of Dad’s and Jack Senior’s National

Guard service. The McCormick Research Center in Wheaton, Illinois, and

the Smithsonian Institution’s Museum of American History were helpful,

too.

The U.S. Army Human Resources Command offered up Dad’s ‘‘Indi-

vidual Deceased Personnel File.’’ The Combined Arms Research Library,

Army Command and General Staff College, Fort Leavenworth, Kansas,

found material pertaining to courses attended by both Dad and Jack Sen-

ior. The Donovan Research Library at the Infantry School at Fort Benning,

Georgia, provided several monographs on specific unit actions in Italy.

The Center of Military History at Fort McNair, in Washington, D.C., pub-

lished several of the books to which I refer in the text and helped me obtain

biographical data on several general officers mentioned in the narrative.

Edouard L. Desrochers, archivist at the Phillips Exeter Academy, filled

in some gaps in Dad’s record there and provided background information

about Robert Bates. Kate Dombrowski, director of public relations at

Cheshire Academy, provided clues to my father’s doings at the Roxbury

School. Staff members at Porter Sargent Publishers in Boston supplied

information about other schools mentioned in the text. The alumni offices

at Wells College and Cornell University supplied yearbook records of Mom

and Dad at college. The staff at Historic Fort Wayne supplied information

about the army post where Dad was born.

To the staff at the Mason Library in Great Barrington, Massachusetts, I

am deeply grateful for their prompt responses to my requests for inter-

library loans. Ramune Kubilius at the Galter Health Sciences Library,

Northwestern University, provided information about the Twelfth General

Hospital. The Huntsville, Ontario, Library generously sent me information

about the Bigwin Inn, and the Muskoka Sun kindly permitted me to quote
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from Douglas McTaggart’s series of articles about the inn. Other public

libraries deserving of my thanks include those of Cheyenne, Wyoming;

Hamilton, Ohio; Hoboken, New Jersey; and New York City.

I am grateful, too, to the Ninth Infantry Division Association and to the

Society of the Third Infantry Division for helping me locate the veterans

of those distinguished divisions who kindly shared with me their wartime

recollections of my father. These men are acknowledged individually in

the veterans’ section of the sources.

Years ago, William V. Toffey, Dad’s first cousin, gave me copies of my

great-grandfather’s Civil War letters. Henry G. (Red) Phillips generously

gave of his trove of information about the Battle of Maknassy. Dean Fisher

provided recollections of his father, Fred, our benefactor in Pine Bluffs.

George Biddle’s two books, Artist at War and War Sketches, document

the bond of friendship that developed between the artist and my father. I

am grateful to Michael Biddle, George Biddle’s son, for permission to

quote from the two books and to reproduce sketches of my father.

With warmth and grace, on a lovely afternoon in early June 2004,

Silvano Casaldi showed my family and me the soft Italian countryside that

once was the beachhead and beyond and led us to a spot that might be

where Dad fell.

To James Gilbert for the graphic embellishments to the maps of North

Africa, Sicily, and southern Italy, and to Marion Gaenzle for her transla-

tions of German documents, I am indeed grateful.

Cheryl Raifstanger and the staff at Kwik Print in Great Barrington pro-

duced countless photocopies of the manuscript itself and of numerous

documents related to the manuscript and its preparation.

Grateful as I am to all of these people, as well as to some whom I may

have inadvertently failed to mention, the interpretation of the material they

supplied and its use in this narrative are of my own doing. Any errors in

interpretation and application are of my own making.
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U.S. Army War College.
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‘‘War is a game for the young.’’

—Lt. Martin W. Lanham, in a letter from France, October 11, 1918
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