
hC o n t e n t s

Preface to the U.S. Edition  xi

Introduction  1

Part I   Of  Politics

One  Power  29

Two  The End of Modernity  43

Part II    A  Treatise  on Money

Three  Ecology of Money  73

Four  Politics of Money  123

Five  Theology of Money  165

Part III     Of  Theol ogy

Six  Metaphysics and Credit  201

Seven  The Price of Credit  225

Eight  A Modest Proposal: Evaluative Credit  241

Conclusion  Of Redemption  257

Notes  263

Bibliography  281

Index  293





A  p a r a b l e — 
o n  t h e  w i s h  t o  b e  i m m o r ta l

If one were only rich, in a luxury mansion, surrounded by gar-
dens and servants, enjoying the finest of foods, the most subtle 
of wines, the warmest of friends, the most generous of lovers, 
freed from care over maintenance of property, for all could be 
instantly replaced, freed from work, there being no need to 
work, freed from obligations, there being no need to seek favor, 
until one dismissed the servants, for there needed no servants, 
sold the mansion, for there needed no mansion, abandoned 
friends and lovers, for there needed no friends and lovers, and 
renounced even the knowledge that one was a homeless wan-
derer before one’s last penny had already gone.




