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A PARABLE—
ON THE WISH TO BE IMMORTAL

If one were only rich, in a luxury mansion, surrounded by gar-
dens and servants, enjoying the finest of foods, the most subtle
of wines, the warmest of friends, the most generous of lovers,
freed from care over maintenance of property, for all could be
instantly replaced, freed from work, there being no need to
work, freed from obligations, there being no need to seek favor,
until one dismissed the servants, for there needed no servants,
sold the mansion, for there needed no mansion, abandoned
friends and lovers, for there needed no friends and lovers, and
renounced even the knowledge that one was a homeless wan-

derer before one’s last penny had already gone.






