
One of the things I discuss in this book is the  
way in which any periodization emerges only in an 
act of repetition, or through a form of historical 
retrospection. And thus while I did not recognize 
this until early 2004, the period of the writing of this 
book was a long one, extending back at least to 1991 
with the publication of a portion of what is now chap-
ter 3 in the Duke University situationist periodical, 
The Missing Link. Indeed, the final line of that short 
essay already contains in seed a major conceit of 
this book: “As in the final image of T2, we still hurtle 
down a nighttime road, unable to see where we may 
be headed.” Whether this situation be a tragedy or an 
opportunity remains, I believe, an open question.
	 Any book this long in gestation is bound to de-
velop a host of debts, far more than I might possibly 
recognize here. However, there are a few people I 
would especially like to acknowledge. First, I thank 
the members of the Summer Institute—Liz Blasco, 
Susan Hegeman, Caren Irr, Carolyn Lesjak, Chris 
Pavsek, Michael Rothberg, Rob Seguin, and Yasemin 
Yildiz (and now Sophie, Owen, Nadia, Mia, Lonso,
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Claire, and Madeline)—for offering an unreserved font of friendship, 
intellectual support, and a true community (and some of the best meals 
and most memorable hikes I’ve ever had as well). Our ongoing exchanges 
mark all the pages of this book. I have been especially fortunate during 
most of the time of working on this book to have been part of what was a 
unique and rare experiment in humanist scholarship and teaching at the 
University of Florida, and I thank many of the colleagues and exceptional 
students, undergraduate and graduate, that I have had the opportunity 
to work with over the years. Florida’s graduate student Marxist Reading 
Group and its annual spring conference have provided me with a welcom-
ing forum for presenting my ideas, and I hope this event will continue for 
a long time to come. Two of my teachers, John Hartzog and Fred Jameson, 
continue to serve as exemplary models of the committed intellectual and 
have been inspirations for much of the work in these pages. Tom Moylan 
and Peter Fitting, as well as many other scholars and friends in the Society 
for Utopian Studies, have also provided unfailing support and friendship 
throughout the years. I express my special gratitude to John Leavey Jr. 
for the leadership, example, and sense of family he has so freely offered 
to us.
	 Teachers, friends, and colleagues at the University of Florida and be-
yond who read, responded to, or otherwise contributed to the various 
drafts of many of these chapters, sometimes in ways they may not even 
have realized, include Alex Alberro, Alvaro Aleman, Nora Alter, Apollo 
Amoko, Don Ault, Raffaella Baccolini, Wesley Beal, Roger Beebe, Marsha 
Bryant, Richard Burt, Cesare Casarino, Michael Denning, Kim Emery, 
John Evelev, Stephen Giddens, Pam Gilbert, Brian Greenspan, Michael 
Hardt, Bob Hatch, Tace Hedrick, Carrie Hintz, Peter Hitchcock, Naomi 
Jacobs, Raina and Rick Joines, Brandy Kershner, Sam Kimball, Kenneth 
Kidd, Sheryl Kroen, Jane Kuenz, Amitava Kumar, Nicole LaRose, David 
Leverenz, Jane Love, Regina Martin, Brian Meredith, Derek Merrill, Carl 
Miller, Maria Moss, Robin Nuzum, Scott Nygren, Jim Paxson, Aron Pease, 
Craig Rinne, Bruce Robbins, Ken Roemer, Leah Rosenberg, Reagan Ross, 
Peter Sands, Lyman Sargent, Malini Schueller, Rich Simpson, Barbara 
Herrnstein Smith, Dina Smith, Stephanie Smith, Jason Snart, Darko 
Suvin, Imre Szeman, Csaba Toth, Maureen Turim, Trish Ventura, Shelton 
Waldrep, Huei-ju Wang, Evan Watkins, Ed White, Jeff Williams, Susan 
Willis, Julian Wolfreys, and Justin Wyble.



xiiiA c k no  w led   g ments   

	 I thank the members of the editorial board at Duke University Press, 
and especially Reynolds Smith and Sharon Torian, for their help in bring-
ing this book to fruition. I also offer my thanks to the two astute readers 
for the press. Thanks, too, to Ross Birrell both for permission to reprint 
an image from some of his recent work and for posing a crucial question 
that helped crystallize this project. This book benefited immensely from 
the opportunity to present the ideas contained within it in talks at the 
University of Florida, Duke University, Carlow College, the University of 
British Columbia, the University of California, Santa Cruz, the Univer-
sity of Illinois, and the Ralahine Centre for Utopian Studies, University of 
Limerick; and at the conferences for the Modern Language Association, 
the Society for the Study of Narrative in the Arts, Rethinking Marxism, 
and the Society for Utopian Studies. These are all exemplary programs and 
organizations, and I thank them all for the warm welcome and the chance 
to share some of my ideas. Summer research funds from the University of 
Florida also helped provide time to complete this book.
	 A few months before the idea for this book crystallized there occurred 
the “two births” of my children, Nadia and Owen. They have given me 
more joy and a greater sense of hope in these “dark times” than I might 
ever have imagined. “Do not judge us too harshly.” My extended families, 
Hegeman and Wegner, continue to offer sustenance of every kind. Finally, 
I was fortunate throughout the entire period of the 1990s and the writing 
of this book to have had the close company of the best friend, colleague, 
and reader that anyone could imagine—to you, Susan Hegeman, this book 
is dedicated.




