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‘‘Why is a nice girl like you working on a topic like this?’’ I have
received this question more times than I can count in some form or
another since I began this project. At first my answer focused on my
personal and physical distance from these political matters. I argued
that it was precisely because I had not experienced anything remotely
like this political violence that I could work on it. That critical dis-
tance, however, broke down after spending years working with per-
petrators, victims, and survivors, video and photo archives of vio-
lence, and confessional and testimonial accounts. While I still had not
directly experienced authoritarian state violence, violence and viola-
tors formed a large part of my life. Now I have to honestly reply that I
did not understand the emotional and physical toll that such a study
would have on me. But I have learned a lot along the way. I hope that
this project contributes to a comprehension that political violence
a√ects all of us once we begin to acknowledge it. I also hope that it
encourages less silence and more combative dialogue to challenge the
legitimacy of state-authorized violence.

For the experience and the outcome, I owe many institutions and
many individuals a debt of gratitude. This extensive and expensive
project, which took place in four countries, was made possible by the
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