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n For Tía Hermelinda and all the

women who shaped and influenced

me to become who I am, I have written

this book.

n Jorge, mi querido esposo, I thank you

for challenging and encouraging me to

write about my family’s early years.

n To my sons, Robert and Corky,

I appreciate the life lessons.

n A mi familia, que me apoyó y ayudó

a realizar mis sueños, and especially for my

sisters, Mague and Felisa, but most of all

to Amá, who helped us reclaim ourselves,

I dedicate this book.





We must move beyond a celebration

of la familia to address questions of power

and patriarchy. . . . [Women’s] legacies

of resistance reveal their resiliency,

determination, and strength.

Vicky Ruiz, From Out of the Shadows:

Mexican Women in Twentieth-Century America




