
A C K N O W L E D G M E N T S

This book has taken shape across a series of geographic and institutional

locations, all of which have contributed in various ways to its making. I am

fond of saying that I found the History of Consciousness Program at the

University of California at Santa Cruz in the back of a book in the dead of a

New England winter. On the back of this book was a small, closely cropped

photograph of a swimming pool, its perfectly turquoise blue water glinting

in the California sun. While I still mourn the loss of that outdoor pool, my

writing in this book bears the mark of the students and faculty at Santa

Cruz, a mark that has been written over and crossed by subsequent en-

counters. In her capacity as a graduate supervisor, and then as a colleague

and friend, Donna Haraway has challenged and supported my work in the

most profound way: in her person and in her work, she helped me to find

new ways of seeing and living my worlds. Jim Cli√ord provided important

feedback concerning issues of transnational cultural exchange. Among my

intellectual peers from this time, I especially thank Laura Hyun-Yi Kang,

Targol Mesbah, and Anjie Rosga for the rare combinations of friendship,

integrity, and generous intelligence they continue to bring to the practice of

academic work.

From Santa Cruz I moved to the Centre for the History of Science,

Technology, and Medicine at Manchester University in England. I am grate-

ful to John Pickstone, Penny Harvey, and Tim Ingold for arranging my stay,

and to Roger Cooter and Lyn Schumaker for their support of my inter-

disciplinary work. Roberta Bivins and Helen Valier provided much needed

intellectual companionship during this time and after. Rosa Medina is

simply a queen, whose irreverent curiosity always gives me hope.



viii Acknowledgments

John Law, Vicky Singleton, and Lucy Suchman have been steadily sup-

portive Science Studies colleagues at Lancaster University. Maureen McNeil

provided important mentorship during the period of writing as well. The

work of my writing group at Lancaster with Anne Cronin and Imogen Tyler

has been an important intellectual touchstone for this work. I am also

grateful to Imogen for her company and assistance in proofreading and

formatting the manuscript. Hilary Graham, Jane Kilby, and Sarah Franklin

read portions of the manuscript at critical points in the writing of this

book. Anu Koivunen worked alongside me as I revised chapters, cheerfully

keeping me to a strict schedule and providing fragrant cups of strong

co√ee with hot milk, in addition to o√ering her thorough scholarship and

a keenly critical eye. Jackie Stacey gave me many hours of her time over the

final stretch, when I felt as if I could think and write no further. I also owe

the introduction to Targol Mesbah’s exacting guidance at the eleventh

hour. Ken Wissoker at Duke University Press saw the book through its

acceptance and review for publication, and Leigh Anne Couch has been a

most attentive managing editor through the long process of its production.

Finally, I wish to thank my various families for their love and support over

many years, without which this book (among many other things) would

never have been possible.

Earlier versions of chapters 1, 3, 4, and 5 have appeared elsewhere. Chap-

ter 1 was previously published as ‘‘Developmentalism and the Child in

Nineteenth-Century Science,’’ 2001, Science and Culture 10, no. 3 (September

2001), 375–410. Chapter 3 was previously published as ‘‘Child Organ Steal-

ing Stories: Risk, Rumour, and Reproductive Technologies,’’ 2000, in Posi-

tioning Risk: Risks, Technologies, Futures, edited by Barbara Adam and Joost

Van Loon (London: Sage Publications), 136–254. Chapter 4 was previously

published as ‘‘Incorporating the Trans-national Adoptee,’’ 2001, in Imagin-

ing Adoption, edited by Marianne Novy (Ann Arbor: University of Michigan

Press), 277–300. Chapter 5 was previously published as ‘‘The Child as a

Feminist Figuration: Toward a Politics of Privilege,’’ 2001, Feminist Theory 2,

no. 1, 29–53.



F I G U R A T I O N S




