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The enormous wealth of good will and intelligence needed to complete
a book comes frommany sources, some of them far removed from the
author herself. I begin by thanking my earliest supporters, without
whom I would never have thought to venture this far. They include my
graduate school colleagues at the University of Texas at Austin, Lisa L.
Moore and Neil Nehring, who persevered in the face of much con-
servative political resistance to this project withinmy own department.
I am indebted to the initial advice and encouragement of Susan Glenn,
who remains a respected colleague and friend and an exemplar of femi-
nist teaching and scholarship. The early years of my thinking about
this project were also enabled by the friendship and love of a worthy
group of women, including members and fans of the ‘‘Yam Queens’’
women’s softball team: Kathryn Baker, Kate Adams, Kim Emery,
Shelly Booth Fowler, Denise Majorca, and Gail McDonald.

Many friends and scholars took the time to comment on or o¤er
much needed criticism of this book as I was completing it. I am espe-
cially grateful to members of my feminist writing group, including
Priscilla Wald, SusanGlenn, Christine di Stefano, Shirley Yee, and An-
gela Ginorio, for reading every draft of every chapter that appears here,
and then some. I am warmed by their company and instructed by their
conversation. Very special thanks go to Priscilla Wald, who more than
anyone else promoted my work on this topic and remains a valued col-
league. Carolyn Allen was peerless in her unwavering support of me as
both friend and colleague. I will never forget her tireless support of and
commitment to untenured feminist scholars at theUniversity ofWash-
ington, and I will certainly never be able to express properly just how
grateful I am for her example.
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Tom Lockwood, the chairperson of the department when I was
hired, unequivocally and steadfastly extended both his oªcial and per-
sonal support to my career, through all the highs and lows. He also had
the uncanny potential for reviving my memories of the early years in
Texas and Louisiana, and he is solely responsible for all comments
made by ‘‘the Colonel.’’ My University of Washington colleague and
chairperson Shawn Wong, whose friendship was much needed in
those first few years, has encouraged this work as well. As an early pio-
neer in Asian American studies, his influence is undeniable.

I regularly depended on my good friend Traise Yamamoto for her
intellectual insights, her honesty, and her commitment to building an
admirable life of good work and good friends. I looked for daily doses
of humor and high wit from my ‘‘collaborator’’ Joycelyn Moody; for
consultation on all matters of fashion and culture, Shelly Eversley; for
a comforting talk or two, which may have more to do with that ‘‘ring-
ing’’ in his ear than we know, Juan Guerra; for early friendship, vigor-
ous debates, and Tony Roma ribs, France Winddance Twine; and for
opportunities that proved invaluable and instructive, Johnnella Butler.

Several other individuals deserve thanks for taking the time to o¤er
comments, encourage my project or, in some cases, point out when I
was wrong in my reasoning. This group includes Richard Handler,
who as a reader of the chapter on camp anthropology o¤ered vital his-
torical advice; Tak Fujitani, whowould be surprised to know howmuch
his brief comments and conversation with me during my one-day visit
at the University of California at San Diego helped to refocus my atten-
tion; Amy Ling, who heard an early version of chapter 5, expressed in-
terest in it, and encouraged its completion; Reynolds Smith, my editor
at Duke, whose enthusiasm and support for this book is the factormost
responsible for bringing it to press; and Elaine Kim, whose work and
activism regularly inspires us all. I must also acknowledgemy students
at the University of Washington, both past and present, whose gener-
ous insights and probing questions in seminars helped me to work
through several significant questions. These individuals are Gregory
Choy, Karen Kuo, Michael Oishi, Jim Cheung Chin, Tamiko Nimura,
Peter Kvidera, AnnHiramine,Maureen Boyd,Monique Allewaert, Pat-
rick Linder, Leigh Ann Berte, Christine Mower, and Bryn Gribben.

All of mywork is, of course, grounded inmy relationship tomy fam-
ily, both born and made. My mother’s and father’s sacrifices over the
years hardly need recognition, but I remain humbled by their e¤orts
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and thankful for their lives, even when we did not always agree. I can
say now that I love them completely, without complete understanding.
My sister, Anita Rehm, remains my much needed touchstone to the
past. My love and admiration for her is deep and unshakable, and, as
my older sister, she remains for me, despite her protests and embar-
rassment, the measure of courage and strength of will. To Rick, Bran-
non, and Alyssa, my thanks for the summer visits, the good times, and
the love while I took a break from the solitary job of writing this book
to play soccer, ride bikes, and watchWallace and Gromit videos. In my
adopted immediate family thanks go to Kafka the wonder schnauzer
for showing me the joy of simply being, which she has done so well
for the past ten years; to my adopted in-laws, Wanda, Jack, Jack
Wayne, and Kevin Hensley and Grant Petersen, thanks for the wild
‘‘family’’ stories; to the Keiths and Jamesons—Amy, John, Derry, and
Quentin—my gratitude for taking me into your family that first sum-
mer and for coming back for more. But none of this wouldmeanmuch
without my partner, Lendy V. Hensley. How lucky I feel to have your
love and share your life and the wonderful times to come.

Chapter five appeared in a slightly abbreviated form in di¤erences 10.3
(1998) as ‘‘Out of an Obscure Place. Japanese War Brides and Cultural
Pluralism in the 1950’s.’’ Grateful acknowledgment is made for per-
mission to reprint here.




