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The chapter ‘‘Analytic of the Ridiculous’’ is based on an

essay that first appeared in Raritan: A Quarterly Review

14, no. 3 (winter 1997).

The chapter ‘‘Journey to the End of the Night’’ is based on

an essay that first appeared in Jx: A Journal in Culture and

Criticism 1, no. 1 (autumn 1996).

The chapter ‘‘Nectarines’’ is based on an essay that first

appeared in the Yale Journal of Criticism 10, no. 1

(spring 1997).
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