
The Impotence Epidemic



Critical Global Health

Evidence, Efficacy, Ethnography

A series edited by Vincanne Adams and João Biehl



The Impotence Epidemic
Men’s Medicine and Sexual Desire  

in Contemporary China

Everett Yuehong Zhang

Duke University Press Durham and London 2015



© 2015 Duke University Press

All rights reserved

Printed in the United States of America on acid-free paper ♾

Typeset in Carter & Cone Galliard by Tseng Information Systems, Inc.

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Zhang, Everett.

The impotence epidemic : men’s medicine and sexual desire in  

contemporary China / Everett Yuehong Zhang.

pages cm—(Critical global health)

Includes bibliographical references and index.

isbn 978-0-8223-5844-2 (hardcover : alk. paper)

isbn 978-0-8223-5856-5 (pbk. : alk. paper)

isbn 978-0-8223-7574-6 (e-book)

1. Impotence—Treatment—China. 2. Men—Sexual behavior—China.  

3. Medicine, Chinese. i. Title. ii. Series: Critical global health.

rc889.z48 2015

616.6′92200951—dc23

2014025037

Cover design by Natalie F. Smith



To Arthur Kleinman




