CONTENTS

A Note on Translation - xi
Acknowledgments - xiii
O Wonderful! - xix

INTRODUCTION. WONDER, CREATIVITY,

AND ETHICAL LIFE IN BANGALORE - 1

Cranes in the Sky - 1

Wondering about Wonder - 6

Modern Fractures - 9

Of Bangalore’s Boomtown Bourgeoisie - 13
My Guides into Wonder - 16

Going Forward - 31

ONE. ADVENTURES IN MODERN DWELLING - 34
The Cow in the Elevator - 34

Grounded Wonder - 37

And Ungrounded Wonder - 39

Back to Earth - 41

Memorialized Cartography - 43
“Dead-Endu” Ganesha - 45

Earthen Prayers and Black Money - 48
Moving Marble - 51

Building Wonder - 56

INTERLUDE.
INTO THE ABYSS - 58



TwoO. PASSIONATE JOURNEYS: FROM AESTHETICS TO ETHICS -

The Wandering Gods - 60

Waiting - 65

Moral Mobility - 69

Gliding Swans and Bucking Horses - 70
The Pain of Cleaving - 74

And the Angry God - 80

Full Tension! - 84

Adjustments and . . . - 86

Ethical Wonders - 92

INTERLUDE.
UP IN THE SKYYE - 95

THREE. IN GOD WE TRUST: ECONOMIES OF WONDER
AND PHILOSOPHIES OF DEBT - 99

A Treasure Trove - 99

Twinkling “Excess” - 107

The Golden Calf - 111

A Promise of Plenitude - 114

“Mintingu” and “Minchingu” - 119

Being Poor - 122

“Cashacarda?” Philosophies of Debt - 128
Soiled Money and the Makings of Distrust - 131
The Limits of Wonder - 133

FOUR. TECHNOLOGIES OF WONDER - 138
Animatronic Devi - 138

Deus Ex Machina -140

The New in Bangalore - 142

The Mythical Garuda-Helicopter - 143
Envisioning the Sublime - 150
Drums of Contention - 152
Capturing Divine Biometrics - 157
Archiving the Divine - 159
Technologies of Capture - 162
FaceTiming God - 164

Wonder of Wonders - 169

viii - Contents

60



FIVE. TIMELESS IMPERATIVES,
0BSOLESCENCE, AND SALVAGE - 172
“Times have Changed” - 172

The Untimeliness of Modernity - 175
Avvelle and Ritu - 178

Slipping Away - 181

When Wonder Fails - 183

Time Lords - 187

Dripping Time - 188

The Urgency of the Now - 192

The Future, the Past, and the Immortal Present - 204

CONCLUSION. A PLACE FOR RADICAL HOPE - 206
Radical Hope - 206

Thresholds of Possibility - 210

Toward an Anthropology of Wonder - 213

AFTERWORD:
THE TENACITY OF HOPE - 216
Notes - 219

References - 247
Index - 265

Contents - ix



This page intentionally left blank



