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Ac know ledg ments

THIS BOOK BEGAN MORE than ten years ago at Cornell University 
and in many formal and informal research groups in Japan. Originally, I 
aspired to write an intellectual history of the concept of “technology” (gi-
jutsu) in early twentieth- century Japan, but the project evolved greatly since 
then as I learned how the concept was appropriated by diff erent social 
actors and took shape in large- scale infrastructure projects. It is impossi-
ble to list all of the friends and colleagues who have helped me along the 
way. First and foremost, I’d like to thank my intellectual mentors at Cor-
nell University who helped stimulate my thoughts on technology: J. Victor 
Koschmann, Naoki Sakai, Michael Steinberg, and Frederick Neuhouser. 
Discussions with my peers who read and commented on various parts of 
my work also contributed to the development of this project: Adelheid 
Voskuhl, Ben Middleton, John Kim, Trent Maxey, Anna Parkinson, 
Sheetal Majithia, Doreen Lee, Chi- ming Yang, Mihara Yoshiaki, Sven 
Brandenburg, Kasai Hirotaka, and Kimoto Takeshi.

Th e Tokyo University of Foreign Studies was my intellectual home as 
I researched this project over the years. Uemura Tadao, Iwasaki Minoru, 
Nakano Toshio, and Yonetani Masafumi all welcomed me into their schol-
arly community, commented on my work, and sponsored my research in 
various capacities. My close colleagues in Japan— Tomotsune Tsutomu, 
Shidama Shinri, Suyama Daisuke, and Kikuchi Naoko— also greatly 
stimulated my thoughts on technology with their engaging critiques and 
discussions. A special thanks goes to Yamane Nobuhiro and Tanigawa 
Ryūichi, who have greatly aided the history of technology portion of my 
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work through various discussions and cooperative research endeavors. I am 
also grateful to Hirose Teizō and the Nishimatsu Construction Company 
for allowing me to examine documents that  were not publicly available.

Th is book would have never taken off  without the help of research 
and travel grants from the Fulbright Association; the German Academic 
Exchange Ser vice (DAAD); the East Asia Program at Cornell University; 
the School for Historical, Philosophical, and Religious Studies and the 
Institute for Humanities Research at Arizona State University; the Li-
brary of Congress; and the Terasaki Center for Japa nese Studies at UCLA. 
Th e fellowship I was awarded at UCLA’s Terasaki Center in 2008 enabled 
me to conduct research for the section in this book on Japan’s large- scale 
colonial infrastructure projects. Teaching, or ga niz ing an international 
conference, and presenting at various forums at UCLA greatly helped my 
development into a historian of science and technology through the vari-
ous people I met there. Special thanks to Sharon Traweek, Nakayama 
Shigeru, Sooraya de Chandarevian, and Hiromi Mizuno.

Portions of this manuscript have been presented at many conference 
panels, colloquia, and public talks, and the comments and criticisms I re-
ceived at these events have been invaluable. Special thanks to James Bar-
tholomew, John Dower, Louise Young, Ruth Rogaski, John DiMoia, Tae-
 Ho Kim, Janis Mimura, Michael Shin, Joan Fujimura, Daqing Yang, Max 
Ward, Steven Levine, Kobayashi Hideo, Eric Dinmore, Eric Schatzberg, 
and Seung- joon Lee. Many thanks to the anonymous reviewers of my work 
and others who have read various portions of the manuscript, particularly 
Stephen MacKinnon, James Rush, Wesley Sasaki- Uemura, and Lisa Onaga, 
all of whom helped to greatly sharpen my arguments. Th e hard work of 
Stacy Wagner and the editorial staff  at Stanford University Press, as well as 
the production editor, Melody Negron, and the staff  at Westchester Pub-
lishing Ser vices, have made the publication of my manuscript possible.

Th is book was also greatly aided by my friends Ahilan Kadirgamar, 
Cenan Pirani, and Lawrence Surendra, who have kept me intellectually 
engaged with diff erent fi elds and parts of the world other than Japan, 
thereby enabling me to gain a broader perspective on the issues presented in 
this book. My wife, Nilanjana Bhattacharjya, has encouraged me through-
out the many years of research and writing, and helped clarify my ideas 
through her thorough critiques. Finally, this book would not have existed 
without the loving support and patience of my parents, Lisa Chung Moore 
and Stephen William Moore.



Constructing East Asia




