
Constructing East Asia





Constructing East Asia
Technolog y, Ideolog y, and Empire 

in Japan’s War time Era, 1931– 1945

Aaron Stephen Moore

Stanford University Press

Stanford, California



Stanford University Press
Stanford, California

© 2013 by the Board of Trustees of the Leland Stanford Ju nior University. 
All rights reserved.

No part of this book may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any 
means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopying and recording, or in 
any information storage or retrieval system without the prior written permission 
of Stanford University Press.

Printed in the United States of America on acid- free, archival- quality paper

Library of Congress Cataloging- in- Publication Data

Moore, Aaron Stephen, 1972- author.
 Constructing East Asia : technology, ideology, and empire in Japan’s war time 
era, 1931– 1945 / Aaron Stephen Moore.
   pages cm
 Includes bibliographical references and index.
 isbn 978- 0- 8047- 8539- 6 (cloth : alk. paper)
 1. Technology— Political aspects—Japan—History—20th century. 
2. Technology and state— Japan—History—20th century. 
3. Japan— Colonies—Asia—History—20th century. 4. Public works— East 
Asia—History—20th century. 5. Fascism—Japan—History—20th 
century. 6. Japan—History—1926–1945. 7. World War, 1939– 1945—
Japan. I. Title.
 t27.j3m65 2013
 303.48'3095209043—dc23   2012050736

Typeset by Westchester Publishing Ser vices in 11/13.5 Adobe Garamond



To my parents, Lisa Chung Moore and Stephen William Moore




