
Life as Politics





Life as Politics
HOW ORDINARY PEOPLE CHANGE THE MIDDLE EAST

SECOND EDITION

Asef Bayat

Stanford University Press
Stanford, California



Stanford University Press
Stanford, California

© 2010, 2013 by the Board of Trustees of the Leland Stanford Ju nior University. All rights 
reserved.

No part of this book may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any means, 
 electronic or mechanical, including photocopying and recording, or in any information 
storage or retrieval system without the prior written permission of Stanford University 
Press.

Printed in the United States of America on acid- free, archival- quality paper

Cataloging- in- Publication data is available from the Library of Congress

ISBN 978-0-8047-8326-2 (cloth : alk. paper) — ISBN 978-0-8047-8327-9 (pbk. : alk. paper)
ISBN 978-0-8047-8633-1 (electronic)

Typeset by Westchester Publishing Ser vices in 10/14 Minion



In memory of Eric Hobsbawm, historian par excellence.




