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a volume that has taken about a de cade of research and refl ections must have 
been written with the assistance and support, whether intellectual or practi-
cal, of many people— scholars, students, and colleagues in the Middle East, 
the United States, and Eu rope. Understandably, it is diffi  cult to pinpoint them 
in order to record my sincere appreciation. But I do wish to register my deep-
est gratitude to them all. I am particularly grateful to Kaveh Ehsani and Zach-
ary Lockman for their critical engagement with some of the key arguments in 
this book. Most of the pieces in this volume  were produced or fi nalized dur-
ing my work as the academic director of the Dutch- based International Insti-
tute for the Study of Islam in the Modern World (ISIM), a unique scholarly 
enterprise that combined rigorous scholarship with constructive social en-
gagement. I am grateful to my colleagues at ISIM, especially staff  members 
and the internationally diverse fellows who enriched the institute by their 
enthusiasm and their valuable and varied experiences. Some of the ideas in 
this book developed out of my short contributions to the ISIM Review, and 
some others from preparing numerous lectures, which I delivered in diff erent 
parts of the world during the course of these years. I am grateful to the indi-
viduals and organizations who welcomed cooperation. Chapter 7, “Battlefi eld 
Tehran,” was prepared when I had just joined the Department of Sociology, 
University of Illinois at Urbana- Champaign, where I have been blessed by a 
most supporting environment, kind and smart colleagues, and engaging 
graduate students. I completed Chapters 13 and 14, “The Post- Islamist Refo- 
lutions” and “The Green Revolt,” at Brown University’s Watson Institute for 
International Studies during the spring of 2012, as the inaugural Agha Khan 
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Visiting Professor of Islamic Humanities. I am most grateful for the opportunity 
and for the intellectual engagement with my colleagues at Watson Institute’s 
Sociology Department, and beyond. Finally, I should mention that I have been 
working with Kate Wahl, my editor at Stanford University Press, for some 
years on a few projects, including this volume. I wish to record my deep ap-
preciation of Kate’s professionalism, commitment, and her uncommon per-
ceptiveness regarding viable projects. As always, my greatest debt is to my 
family, Linda, Shiva, and Tara, whose unfailing love and support enabled 
these endeavors to materialize the way they have.
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