FALLEN ELITES






FALLEN ELITES

THE MILITARY OTHER
IN POST-UNIFICATION GERMANY

Andrew Bickford

Stanford University Press

Stanford, California



Stanford University Press
Stanford, California

©2011 by the Board of Trustees of the Leland Stanford Junior University.
All rights reserved.

No part of this book may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by
any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopying and recording,
or in any information storage or retrieval system without the prior written
permission of Stanford University Press.

Printed in the United States of America on acid-free, archival-quality paper
Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Bickford, Andrew, 1966- author.
Fallen elites : the military other in post-unification Germany / Andrew
Bickford.
pages cm
Includes bibliographical references and index.
ISBN 978-0-8047-7395-9 (cloth : alk. paper)--ISBN 978-0-8047-7396-6
(pbk. : alk. paper)
1. Germany (East). Nationale Volksarmee--Officers--Attitudes.

2. Germany (East). Nationale Volksarmee--Officers--Social conditions.
3. Retired military personnel--Germany--Attitudes. 4. Retired military
personnel--Germany--Social conditions. 5. Germany--History--Unification,
1990. L. Title.

UB415.G3B53 2011

355.10943'109049--dc22. 2010043611

Typeset by Bruce Lundquist in to/15 Sabon



For
Gabrielle Fisher






Everyone imposes his own social system as far as his army can reach.

JOSEPH STALIN

Having once attributed a real existence to an idea, the mind wants

to see it alive and can effect this only by personalizing it.

JOHAN HUIZINGA,
The Waning of the Middle Ages

Men possess thoughts, but symbols possess men.

MAX LERNER






